Translation of the 14th century manor court rolls for the manor of Pirton Dodingsells 1373 and 1376.  Surviving court rolls from this manor date from 1373 to 1925
Court Roll of Pirton Doddingsells
1373
Side 1

1 View of frankpledge with the court of the Lord John Dodoyngseles knight there held

2 on the Monday next after the feast of St John before the Latin Gate in the 47th year of the reign of Edward the Third after the Conquest
ESSOINS

3 John Fyssher against William Smyth [pledged] by William Pyke in a plea of trespass first time
FEALTIES

4 To this court comes Richard Noble senior and makes fealty and acknowledges that he holds
5 from the lord 3 acres of land in 1 piece at the same time lying near Sawaleshull next to land of Luke Vynter.
6 formerly Spygarnell by service of 12d per year on the usual terms and common
7 suit of the lord’s court annually and make fealty, etc.
[Amercement 6d]

8 John Kaym because he did not come to the court to reply to Alex Wilyman in a plea of trespass therefore he and the 

9 baliff [2d] are in mercy   namely John Skot [2d] and the notary is ordered to distrain the aforesaid John Kaym before the next [court] 
10 etc Likewise John Fyssher because he did not come to reply to William Smyth in a plea of trespass 

11 therefore he is in mercy and pledged by the baliff [2d] and the notary is ordered to distrain the aforesaid John before the next [court] etc.
ATTACHMENTS [Amercements 20d]
12 John Geffray [6d] puts himself in mercy of the lord for a trespass made with his animals in the lord’s cornfield therefore etc

13 John [2d] servant of the said John Geffrey puts himself in mercy for a trespass made in the cornfield with his cart

14 Adam Smyth [2d] puts himself in mercy for a trespass made there with his horses therefore etc
15 the servant [1d] of the aforesaid Adam Smyth for a trespass made there with his horses therefore etc

16 Nicholas Sayrene [1d] for a trespass made there with his horses therefore etc

17 George Kyng [2d] because he unjustly made a certain road over the land of the lord therefore he is in mercy

18 John Baker [2d] for a trespass made there with his cart therefore he is in mercy 

19 John Skynner [2d] puts himself in mercy for a trespass made there with his cart therefore he is in mercy

20 Roger Warner [2d] is in mercy because he did not have William servant of John Geffrey to respond to
21 Nicholas Carles is in a plea of trespass therefore he is in mercy and the notary is ordered to distrain the said 

22 William before the next, etcetera
23 John Tounour [2d] puts himself in mercy for an out of court settlement (licence of concord) with Nicholas Peron in a plea of debt
24 John Sharp [2d] puts himself in mercy for an out of court settlement with Luke Crabbe in a plea of debt [Amercements 4d]
DAYS
25 John Fyssher complains of Custas Saly in a plea of trespass by means of John Clarke his attorney who said that
26 the said Custas unjustly took 2 sheep worth 5 s 
27 against the wishes of  John Fyssher himself and to this point unjustly detained them, etc 
28 as said and that the aforesaid Custas damaged 1 acre of mixed corn valued at  

29 10 s to damages 20 s and the aforesaid present in court said that he is not 
30 guilty etc and he puts himself upon [the mercy of] this court and has a day [appointed] until the next [court] etc.
31 The same John Fyssher of the method and form aforesaid of William Smyth in a plea of 

32 trespass and he said that he damaged of the same John pasture near Ikelforde 

33 to the damage of 20 s and the aforesaid William present in court said against all that
34 is nothing is he guilty as said and he puts himself upon [the mercy of] this court and has 

35 a day [appointed] until the next [court]
COMMON FINE [5 s]
36 The homage [or jury] presents that the giving of the common fine to the lord according to the goodwill and wishes of the lord 

37 which was discharged up to the sum of 5 s and that Robert 

38 Fakeswell who [had] all his excuses did not now come to warrant his excuse. therefore he is in mercy.  
DISTRAINTS
39 And that Lord Gerard de Braybroke [3d] made default also is here Roger Balle
40 chaplain holding tenure and John Taillor [who does not respond] and Henry Smyth because he does not do
41  fealty who it is ordered to distrain just before at the next court to make fealty Agnes Gladyina made default 

42 therefore etc. likewise it is presented that a certain obstruction made near the highway towards Bourresplace
43 within maintenance of Agnes Dryell [2d] who is ordered to make amends before the next [court] under penalty 40d  And
44 that the same near Samannes within maintenance of John Saman [2d] who is ordered, etc.[amercements 14d]
45 before the next court under [threat of] a penalty 2s and that John Geffrey [2d] has not cleaned the ditches 
46 near Cuddustrat which he should repair before the next court or incur a penalty of  40 d. and that John

47 Caym has a ruined house therefore he is in mercy which he is ordered to repair by the 
48 next [court] or incur a penalty of 6s 8d and the same is near Newehaleland in the maintenance of the said
49 John Caym therefore etc. and that John Payn [2d] [near the Northend] does likewise and he is ordered 
50 to repair it before the next court under penalty 40 d and William Payn [2d] did likewise and an order

 51 is made to repair it before the next court penalty 2 s and that Agnes Dryell herself did that 
52  which is presented above and the notary [puts]the said Agnes in mercy. And that Robyn has [done] 

53 the same therefore etc
HERRIOT [Amercement 15s 6d]
54 Likewise it is presented that a certain John Beffe died since the last court whereupon

55 a herriot falls due to the lord namely a horse priced 15s 6d whereas the bailiff          
56 is made answerable for that of the certain John tenant of the lord who has died [holding] 1 messuage with 

57 4 acres of land for service 3 s and 2 suits [of court] and one boonwork and one plough service for the time of 
58 the estate And a certain Hugh Beffe [is] his son and nearest heir and aged 6 years
59 and the said tenement and land reverts to his lord until the aforesaid heir [achieves] his full age and it is worth 2 sh 

60 Also presented that John Skot [4d] drew blood of John Shot therefore etc pledge John 

61 G(re)uele And that the same John Shot raised the hue and cry on the said John Skot [2d] justly 

62 therefore is in mercy etc .And that William Wylder justly raised the hue and cry on William 
63 Milleward [2d] therefore is in mercy by the pledge of the bailiff. And that Robert Saly [2d] unjustly drew
64 blood of Agnes Somer therefore he is in mercy by the pledge of John Tyttowe etc  and  the wife of John

65  Tydyman [3d] unjustly  raised the hue and cry on William Spencer therefore is in mercy pledge of the bailiff.

66 And the wife of John Tyttowe [2d] unjustly raised the hue and cry on Thomas Campyon therefore she is
67 in mercy. [Amercements 15d]
Community ale tasters [Amercements 22d]
68 It is presented that  Justina Beff 6d common [aletaster] and also John Taillor once [2d]  Roger Warner  [2d] once
69 Hugh Carles [2d] once brewed and broke the assize therefore etc And that the aforesaid Justina [2d], John [2d],

70 Roger [2d], Hugh [2d] sold ale before rather than after they sent for the taster of ale 

71 Therefore they are in mercy. And that Hugh Carles [2d] sold ale [made] after it had been marked
72 therefore he is in mercy.

73 And that John Skynner made a certain obstruction digging turfs in land therefore
74 And that John Skynnere and John Crabbe unjustly carried off (appropriated) land of the lord 

75 Near to Chepynggrene therefore etc And that John Tydyman made waste a 

76 certain tenement of a certain Margot Kyng carrying off 2 acres of land called  Clin  aforesaid worth
77 4d to the damages of the lord therefore he is in mercy because it was proved by the inquest that the said
78 holding is a free tenure therefore damages are null for this.

79 And afterwards Justina Beff comes to act in court and sought from the lord custody of the wardship of Hugh son and heir of the aforesaid John Beff and Justina herself until [full] age his mother and heiress
80 and it is granted and instructed that under the aforesaid Justine 
81 Is named as pledge to maintain and be the guardian of the aforesaid tenement and land without damage and do
82 all [her services] to the lord and services that the aforesaid tenement and land are
83 and upon pledge of Hugh Oakedon and John Geffrey etc 

84 To this court comes a certain John Payn as son and heir of John Payn his father and takes from the lord
85 one tenement of a certain William Beff with one virgate of land holding it himself and his family
86 in bondage tenure according to customs of the manor and maintaining the tenement 
aforesaid without waste and damage etc to this he makes his pledge
End of roll 1 back of roll [side 2] is too faint to transcribe at present

THIRD SIDE of DE 26

Court of John Dodingselles

Next bit is creased until line 7

DIES

7 Thomas Somer brings an action against John Turner in a plea of trespass namely that the aforesaid John made a trespass with his beasts in the cornfield and pasture

8 Value 2 s and the aforesaid John said that he was not guilty and submits to the court the aforesaid Thomas similarly and therefore they are attached 

9 

10 John Turner [3d] brings an action against Thomas Somer in a plea of trespass and the aforesaid John said brings an action against Thomas who made his trespass with animals 

11 in his cornfield to the value of 20 s and the aforesaid Thomas submits to the court and is not guilty and therefore etc

12 Giles Couper[3d] brings an action against Richard Nobull in a plea of debt and said that …… tithe 12d and damages to the value of 4d 

13 Thomas………brings an action against the aforesaid Richard on a plea of trespass and said that the aforesaid Richard trespassed with his livestock in the cornfield

14 with damage of 5 s 

15 Richard Nobull brings an action against Giles Couper in a plea of tithingmen 2 times…… to the value of 18d damages

16 The same Richard brings an action against aforesaid Giles in a plea of trespass and said that the aforesaid Giles trespassed with his livestock in 1 acre…..

17 to the damage of 4s and the aforesaid Giles said that he was not guilty and for this produced [or waged law] compurgators

18 the same Richard [3d] brings an action against the aforesaid Giles in a plea of trespass and said that the aforesaid Giles made a trespass namely that he broke certain hedges

LAW

19 And damage to the value of 8 d and he must produce common compurgators [will wage law] by the next [court] etc
20 The same Richard puts himself in mercy for an out of court settlement [licence of concord] with Giles Couper in plea of trespass and therefore etc[3d]

LAW
21 The same Richard brings an action against the aforesaid Giles in a plea of trespass and said that aforesaid Giles removed 1 of his cows and 1 oxen 

22 To Richard’s loss of 6 d and the aforesaid Giles denied it and said that he was not guilty and he has produced compurgators
LAW
23 The same Richard [3d] brings an action against Giles in a plea made four times for a recovery namely 1 horse and the aforesaid Giles said that he is not guilty

24 and has produced compurgators

25 John Tyttaw puts himself at the mercy of the lord for an out of court settlement with Nicholas Carles and other members of the jury of concealment [3d]
26 Agnes Sayne brings an action against John Tydiman in a plea of trespass and afterwards the aforesaid Agnes is not present and therefore etc [2d]
27 The same Agnes brings an action against the aforesaid John in the aforesaid plea and the aforesaid Agnes is not present and therefore etc [3d]
28 Giles Couper brings an action against Richard Nobul [3d] in a plea of debt and the aforesaid Richard admits it therefore etc namely [3d] and therefore the aforesaid

29 Richard puts himself in mercy etc [3d]
30 Thomas Somer brings an action against John Turner [3d] in a plea of detention of one garment worth 12d and has damages to the value of 12d

31 and the aforesaid JohnTurner said that he is not guilty and he submits this to this court etc

32 Giles Couper [3d] brings an action against Richard Nobull in a plea of trespass and afterwards the aforesaid Giles is not present therefore etc [3d]
33 The jury present that Thomas Sout(er)e [2d] made default therefore he is etc [2d]
34 Also they present that John Pope trespassed with his livestock 3 times into the demesne land therefore he is etc pledge of John Marty

35 for having to deliver the common etc

36 Also they present that William atte Halle has trespassed similarly therefore he is etc [2d]
37 Also Thomas Attekyn has trespassed similarly therefore he is etc [3d]
38 John Geffrey also trespassed similarly with his livestock in the peas near Ruklow with excessive force so he submits to a recovery

39 Also William Wytro trespassed similarly therefore he is in mercy etc 

40 John Tyttaw trespassed similarly therefore he is in mercy etc [2d]
41 John Penson trespassed similarly therefore he is in mercy etc 

42 [4 CHICKENS] To this court comes John Tydy(man ) to take from the lord one messuage called Alchonoslonde and 15 acres of land

43 according to customary dues namely 9 s and common rights of court and four chickens at the feast of the birth of our lord p------------

44 and day and gave to the lord for rights of entry to the property and made fealty to the lord

45 Also John Payn brings an action against Annor who was the wife of Ralph Dryell of Stonden executor of the aforesaid Ralph in a plea of debt 

46 pledge of the present Nicholas Carles Roger Warener

47 And afterwards the said Annor Semonte (?) was to answer to the aforesaid John in the plea aforesaid and the aforesaid John for Roger Warener 

48 his said that the aforesaid Ralph whose wife is his executor herself owed to him [John] and unjustly from him she keeps back 13 of his wages
49 for farming her cornfield and these debts aforesaid result to him within the demesne of Periton etc

50 And the aforesaid Annor in her own person came to court and defended her claim etc and whensoever etc and said which day
51 the aforesaid Ralph died he owed nothing to him and she would wage law with 12 supporters [hands] and to this oath provided pledges namely  

52 John G(re)uele and John Taillor for which day next [if] the aforesaid Annor failed to wage law aforesaid and therefore to
53 ----etc that the aforesaid John recovers 13 s and damages assessed at 40 d and therefore it is order to raise from goods and cattle of
54 ---John and John 13 s and according to his damages 3 s 4 d and her aforesaid pledges  are in mercy to the lord for defaulting

55 William Dryell [3d] failed in his law against Hugh Carles in a plea of debt therefore he is in mercy and ……

56-----------and Hall------------the aforesaid William 3s 4d to work of the said Hugh and the aforesaid William in mercy etc 

57…. recovery of the lord of 12 s of John Taillor and John G(re)uele who were to undertake for Annor Dryell to wage law etc
D 26 

FOURTH SIDE top part is too faint to translate but date is 1376.
Tithing men Nicholas Carles         Hugh Carles        William Payn       Thomas Carles    John Cateson

 Thomas Carles Thomas Dunton        Common Ale Tasters

John Samme John Tyttowe         Constables

1 William Godfrey has his fine in order to be removed from the office of communal ale taster [6d]
2 Also John Tydy has done similarly in order to be removed from the same office that is 1 chicken

3 And afterwards all the tithing men appointed Thomas de Dunton to the aforesaid office And the aforesaid Thomas was not present in court to accept the said office and therefore it is ordered to distrain the said Thomas before the next etc

5 John Tydy made a fine to the lord for an out of court settlement with John Cateson in a plea of debt etc [3d]
6 The aforesaid John [tydy] similarly made an out of court settlement with the aforesaid John in a plea of detaining cattle etc [3d]
7 The aforesaid John also made an out of court settlement with the aforesaid John in a plea of debt etc [3d]
8 John Turnor similarly made an out of court settlement with Thomas Somor in a plea of trespass therefore he is etc [3d] 

9 John Turnor is not present against Thomas Somor therefore he is etc [3d]
10 Giles Couper is not present against Richard Couper in a plea of trespass therefore he is etc [3d]
11 Also Giles is not present against the said Richard in plea of debt therefore he is etc [3d]
12 Richard Nobull is not present against the aforesaid Giles in a plea of detention therefore he is etc [3d]
13 Also Richard is not present against the said Giles in plea of trespass therefore he is etc [3d]
14 Also Richard is not present against the said Giles in plea of trespass therefore he is etc [3d] 

15 Also Richard is not present against the said Giles in plea of trespass therefore he is etc [3d]
16 Also Richard is not present against the said Giles in four pleas he himself made to recover [goods] etc [3d]
17 John Turnor is not present against the said Thomas Somor in a plea of detention therefore he is etc [3d]
18 Margery Sharp made a false claim against John Crabbe in a plea of detention therefore she is etc [2d] 

19 Also it is presented that John Geffrey made a trespass in the lord’s woodland therefore he is etc [1d] 

20 Roger Warner presents that John Geffrey is attached for a trespass he made with his animals in the lord’s cornfield therefore he is etc [2d]
Likewise William Dryell jun similarly therefore etc [3d]
Likewise John Taillor similarly therefore etc [3d]
Likewise Thomas Carles similarly therefore etc [3d]
Likewise John Bocher de Hawnes similarly therefore etc [6d]
Likewise John Bocher similarly pledge John Tydy [3d]
Likewise John Wrang did similarly therefore etc [3d]
Likewise George Smyth similarly therefore etc in …… [2d]
Likewise Richard Tayller similarly therefore etc [8d]
Likewise William Kechener similarly therefore etc [3d]
Likewise Robert Fakeswell similarly therefore etc

Likewise Agnes Gladwin similarly therefore etc [2d]
Likewise John Baker similarly therefore etc [2d]
Likewise John Skynner similarly in pasture of the lord therefore etc [2d]
Likewise John Malot similarly therefore etc [2d]
Likewise William Dryell similarly in the cornfield of the lord therefore etc [2d]
Likewise William Rysch similarly therefore etc in pasture [2d]
Likewise Robert Kyng similarly therefore etc [2d]
Likewise John Tydyman similarly therefore etc [2d]
Likewise Margery Flynt similarly therefore etc [2d]
Likewise Nicholas Tydy similarly therefore etc [2d]
Likewise John Whiched similarly therefore etc [3d]
Likewise Nicholas Sayne similarly therefore etc [2d]
Likewise Elewyse Geffrey similarly therefore etc [2d]
Likewise William Godfrey similarly therefore etc [2d]
Likewise John Geffrey similarly with a plea of trespass in the wood of the lord therefore etc [12d] 

Likewise William Hunte similarly therefore etc [3d]
Likewise Nicholas Martyn similarly therefore etc [3d] 

Likewise John Baker similarly therefore etc [2d]
Likewise Robert Kyng similarly therefore etc [2d]
Likewise Richard Parker similarly in pasture of the lord therefore etc [2d]
Likewise Nicholas Tydy similarly therefore etc [3d]
Likewise John Daye de Ikelford similarly therefore etc 6d

     Affered   by William Daye   Hugh Carles   total 21s 5d
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