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THE STORY OF THE VILLAGE

• ARCHITECTURE

• ARCHAEOLOGY

• ORAL HISTORY

• LOCAL HISTORY

• LANDSCAPE HISTORY

• FAMILY HISTORY

• CURRENT HISTORY
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WHY DID WE DO IT ?
Pirton Local History Group had a collection of 

photocopies of documents relating to 

Pirton…census, militia lists, parish registers, 

trade directories, landholdings, tax records, 

rates, wills and inventories.

We needed to make links between the 

documents.

We wanted a wider accessibility of the 

documents. 



WHAT IS IT ?
An online database that holds a selection of Pirton’s 

historical sources i.e. Militia Lists.

Each source has one or more tables based on 1 set 

of documents i.e. census,  17th century wills.

This information is searchable.

Normally when searching for a person you 

have to look at each type of document individually 

i.e. census, trade directory. Our website enables you 

to search for the 1 name across all the records held 

on the database. 



HOW DID WE DO IT ?

• Transcribed documents
• Checked transcriptions 
• Typed documents
• Checked typescripts
• Input data from typescripts/original documents into an Excel 

spreadsheet  (leaving nothing out)
• Checked spreadsheets
• Designed and developed a database to store and retrieve  

information
• Imported Excel tables into database
• Developed website to search database
• Added other items—maps, photos, research but main focus 

of website is the relational database



1663 Hearth Tax Excel spreadsheet



HOW DOES IT WORK ?

Carry out a  search…..
1. Search form--- initially a search for 

people type in a name.
2. Results page---displays all records 

where that name is mentioned.
3. View the individual record---probate, 

analysis of will and inventory
4. Links to other people mentioned in 

probate documents
5. Transcription of will and inventory





Phase Two
We collected information on houses

• Architecture

• Photos

• Archaeology

• Drawings

• Land sales

• Maps

• Ownership tables which were linked to 

the people database





Date Source Owner Occupier Comment

1634

48778 

Rectory 

manor 

court 

book

Thomas 

Hanscombe 

sold to James 

Mann

James Mann’s wife 

Elizabeth is Thomas 

Hanscome’s 

daughter. Messuage now 28 

Shillington Rd

1668

48778 

Rectory 

manor 

court 

book

James Mann 

sold to 

Thomas Mann

James 

Mann

Thomas Mann of London  

horner, is James Mann’s 

brother. Messuage now 28 

Shillington Rd

1674

48778 

Rectory 

manor 

court 

book

Thomas Mann 

sold to 

William Mann

James 

Mann

Thomas Mann is dead & so is 

his son & heir Thomas Mann 

so William Mann son of James 

Mann[ brother of Thomas 

Mann sen] inherits. Messuage 

now 28 Shillington Rd

48778 

Rectory 

manor Thomas Mann 

Thomas Mann is dead & so is 

his son & heir Thomas Mann 

so William Mann son of James 

http://search.pirtonhistory.org.uk/results.aspx?firstname=Thomas&surname=Hanscombe
http://search.pirtonhistory.org.uk/results.aspx?firstname=James&surname=Mann
http://search.pirtonhistory.org.uk/results.aspx?firstname=James&surname=Mann
http://search.pirtonhistory.org.uk/results.aspx?firstname=Thomas&surname=Mann
http://search.pirtonhistory.org.uk/results.aspx?firstname=James&surname=Mann


HOUSE PHOTOGRAPHS



PEOPLE PHOTOGRAPHS



DEVELOPMENT OF 7 WALNUT TREE 
LANE

HALL HOUSE WITH CHIMNEY 
ADDED IN 17TH CENTURY

LATER CROSSWING



SOCIAL DRAWING

CRABS HOUSE REAR

CRABS HOUSE FRONT



Sketches



AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS





Item in the halle 3 tables 8 chaires a fire shovel & 
tongs with three flitches of Bacon in the chimney & 
other things

Item in the chamber over the halle one bedd & 
beddinge 18 paire of sheetes five dozen napkins 
with other linnings one coffer one chest two truncks 
one table three chairs & other odd things

Item in the best chamber one bedd & beddinge one 
chest 
one table one box two chairs with other odd thinsg

Item in the chamber over the dairy one old bed & 
beddinge
one coffer one box & other odd things

Item in the pallor one bed & beddinge one chest of 
draws one table one couch one looking glass with 
other things

Item in the chitchen chairs stools glass & pewter

ITEMS OF FURNITURE 
FROM AN INVENTORY



ORAL HISTORY



Video recording using the Ipad



Landscape History
The green was larger. Houses had no front gardens but 
fronted straight onto the green with a back lane at the rear.



It is a resource, what do 
we do with it?

• Knit the village project 
using the photo archive



Village Facebook page 

Comments were “we could do that” “ next year us”



Family History or research using 
the people access data base

• The searchable relational database including records 
from the following sources: parish registers 1558-1914

• census 1841-1911

• militia lists 1758-1789

• wills and inventories 1595-1853

• trade directories 1832-1937

• grave inscriptions at St Mary’s Churchyard1645-1990

• methodist baptisms 1839-1853 & 1907-1925

• Transportation and settlement records

• Land tax

http://search.pirtonhistory.org.uk/


MAPS
USEFUL TO SHOW WHAT HAS BEEN LOST



ARCHAEOLOGY- DIGGING TO FIND 
THE MISSING CROSSWING

OLD HAND IN THE PIT YOUNG HANDS WASHING THE FINDS



Village 
memorabilia


