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““One who kiew him” writes :—

I read with the deepest regret in your issue
of Saturday last of tho death ef the above-
‘mamed gentleman, and am sure that all who

knew him have had the same feclings with re-

spect to his decease. The parishloners of Shil-
lington and Pirton have lost a good friend. As
you have stated, he took an active part in the
parochial affair of the two villages, especially

rton, being a member of the School Board
there for reveral years and chairman for some
time after the resignation of the late Mr, Joseph

Pollard. Mr. Hanscombe was a member and

also chairman of the first Parieh Council, = Al-

though a staunch Congervative he never let his
own political opinions or those of & ‘iers inter-
fere with his business relations with people dif-
fering from him. As showing his catholicity of
spirit, and his respect for other people’s liberty
of conscience, I like to recall his attitude when
| the first contested election for members of the
 Pirton School Board took place. One of the
candidates was a tradesman in the village,
whom Mr. Hanscombe employed, and an uncle
of the candidate in question, anxious lest their
opposition should affect their business relations,
said to Mr. Hanscombe one day before the elec.
tion that he hoped his nephew’s action would
malke no diflerence respecting the work he gave
him to do. He replied: “No; no difference at
all. He has as much right to be a candidate as

I have, and if the electors think he is the better

man of the two they have a right to elect him.”

And although Mr. Hanscombe was on that occa-

sion defeated, after serving for about 12 years,

he never showed the least sign of resenfment.

Other instances might bo given to show his

largeness of mind. When elected chairman of

the first Parish Council he recalled some saying
|as to exercising generosity, and remarked that
to b generous one must be just, and he would
try to be just in the performance of his duties
as chairman. Those who sat with him can say
that he fully carried his promise into practice.

On the old almshouses falling into disrepair Mr
Hanscombe rebuilt them at his own expense and
Tept them in repair afterwards although there
is no endowment. He always took great inter-
est in the people living in them. In conclusion
T think I cannot pay a greater tribwte to the
memory of Pirton’s deceased friend and_bene-
factor  than by applying to him  Pope’s
aphoriam :—

~ An honest man’s the noblest work of God.””

hanscombe-willam-4v1-(hmits3a-103)-(06-1909)

Reproduced with kind permission of Hitchin Museum and Art Gallery
Tel: 01462 434476, Hitchin. museum@north-herts.gov.uk
‘Seen on www.pirton.org.uk




image8.jpeg
hanscombe-wiliam-3v1-(hmits3a-103)(06-1909)
Reproduced with kind permission of Hitchin Museum and At Gallery

Tel: 01452 434476, Hitchin. museum@north-herts. gov.uk
‘Seen on www.pirton.org.uk





image9.jpeg
FUNERAL AT SHILLINGTON. 1‘

Amid many signs of sorrow the interment of
the late Mr. William Hanscombe, of Shilling-
fon Bury, whose decease we announced in our
Tast issue, ook place at Shillington Churchyard |
on Monday atternoon. The blinds of practically
every house in the village were drawn and the
shutters of the shops were put up, business be-
ing susponded during the afternoon. The ma-
jority of the inhabitants were there to witness
the ceremony, in addition to many from other |

parts of the district.

The procession, which inoluded most of the et
ceused’s tenants, was met at the churchyard gate
hv. the viear. the Rev. L. H. Postgate, and the |
Kev. M. W. B. Dawe, rector of Walkington,
Bast Yorks (brother-in-law to the deceased). |
The former read tho senténces as the corfege
proceeded to the church and he also read the
first part of the buriai wites. The hymn *On.
the resurrection morn” was sung, James
Smith _being _at_ the organ,  Psalm
sxxix., “1 gaid T will take heed to my ways,”

was read, after which the hymn, “My God, niy

Father, while T stray” was sung. After the
)ea\dmg of the lesson the service concl\ldod with
the singing of the “ Nune Dimittis.” At the
graveside the remainder of the service was read
Py the Rov. M. W. B. Dawe.

The chief mourners were :—Mrs. Hanscombe |
(widow), Miss Hanscombe and Miss H. |
Hanscombe (daughters), Mr. W. H. Hanscombe,
M, A A Hanscombe, Mr. H. J. Hansoombo

and M. Hanscombe' (sons), Mr.

My, B T Galiet, Mo B T Grellet; |
Mr. R._C. Grellet (nephiows), Miss Grellet
(fiiece), Mr. C. J, Grellet, Mr Dave, M

15T n-law), MissDawe
(Gistor-indaw),  Nurse | Cramp, ' Dr. “Kilham
Toberis, Mr.W. 0. Times (Hitchin), Mr. B

Mr J,
Crouch, Mr. R. ]/n;: (Upper Stondon), and “1
T Bonser (son of the late Rev. J. A. Bonser,
Shillington for 20 years).
The tt%ﬂnt& whu followed  were: —

Messr H. Davis, J. Simkins, H.
Simkins, A, Nicholls (Hitehin), J. Mitchell and
F. Burton (Pirton), M. Poulter, T. Ansell, A.
Tépps, 7. Jepps, H. Waller, A. Waller, T Mott,

A. Gregory, C. Carter (Pirton), E. Cooper, J.
xeﬂordgzn’én Ansell. L

hanscombe-willam-1v1-(hmits3a-103)-(24-06-1909)
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T
OF SHILLINGTON BURY.

A MEMBER OF AN ANCIENT FAMILY.

Weo regret to record-the death, which took
placa on Thursday morning at his residence,
Shillington. Bury, of Mr. William Hanscombe,
ab the age of G4 years, the head of the well-
known family of Hanscombes who have been
property owers in the Pirton and Shillington
district for a great number of years. Mr.
Hanscombe, who had been unwell for some time,
underwent an operation on Tuesday it boing
found necessary to amputate ono of his feet.
From this he never rallied and passed away as
stated, to the sinéere sorrow of everyone in the
district. g

The deceased gentleman, who leaves a widow
and several grown-up children, was a leading
figure in the parochial life of Pirton and
Shillington. For'mauy years ho was a member
of the Pirton School Board on which body he
accomplished excellent work and he was a
churchwarden at Shillington for a considerable
period: Interesting himself in all things con-
corning the welfare of the people among whom
ho lived he was gonerally esteemed and many
will mourn the loss of a much valued friend.
He was a brother of the late Mrs. J. C. Grellet,
of Hitchin.

The Pirton Hall estate has beon in the

|sseson o the Hanscombes in uninterrupted

cent from father to son for upwards of 300
| years. At the conquest this manor with other
‘extensive possessions, was granted by King
William to Ralph de Limesi, with whose des-
cendants it continued until it passed success-
‘1vely into the families of Odingsells, Caunton
and Clinton. In the year 1602 *Thomas
| Docwra esqr., died seised with this manor and
|it remained with his family till transferred
in 1700 to the Warburtons, who sold it in 1727
to the family of Radclifie; but of tne original
‘manor house only one gabled end now remains.
Pirton Grange, a beautiful 16th century house
passed from_the, possession of Lawrence Eyton
and his son Bdward of Bworsholt in the county
|of Northampton_ to that of the ancestor of the
gentleman just deceased in 1582, when Matthew
| Hanscombe, of Holwell, brought the property
along with other neighbouring possessions from
the Eytons. The old parchment title deed con-
veying the property, with its quaint writing and
spelling and with_the Eyton seals attached is
still preserved at Shillington Bury.

The funeral will take place at Shillington on
Monday at four oclock.

hanscombe-willam-1v1-(hmits3a-103)-(24-06-1909)
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FUNERAL OF MRS. GRELLET.
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Fire at Pirton. ().4 ,993'

COTTAGE COMPLETELY DESTROYED.

Thursday seems to be the selected day for

fires in the Hitchin district. One occurred last
week at St. Ippolyts, and this weel the Brigade
received a call ab Pirton.

The alarm was given at 5.5 p.m., and by 6.3
the Brigade were away with the steamer and |
hose reel. On arriving they found that a
thatched cottage standing nearly opposite the
Walnut Tree farm was nearly burned down.
The steamer was not called to service, but the
firemen with hand pumps did all that it was |
possible to do in saving a big hen-house at the

| back.

The cottage was too well alight for the
Brigade to save any part of it, and the building
was burned fo the ground. The Brigade left
at 8.30 p.m., leaving one fireman on duty,

The cottage was owned by Mr. F, A. Delmé-
Radliffe, and occupied by Mr. Males. The
| effects of the oceupant were not jnsured.
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THE LATE FIRE AT PIRTON. |
To the Editor of the Express,

Str,—Will you allow me through the medium of
your paper, to endeavour o remove an impression
which lias been made upon_ the minds of some
persons in this neighbourhood, that the fire which
occurred on the night of Wadnesday the 4th in-
stant, originated from the lantern used by my
foreman, who lived at the farm house. He had
visited the sheepyard in which I had 100 ewes, soon
after_ten o’clock or about twenty minutes before
the fire was discovered, und was intending to go
again shortly, as one of the ewes required utten ,
tion. When the alarm was given he ran immedi-
ately and liberated the sheep, and with the police-
man who accompanied him, found no fire inside
the premises, but that a rick of barley straw out-
side the stackyard was burning, and that the

flamos had commenced their attack upon the rick-
yaed. I have measured the distance and find that
it was forty yards from where my foreman had
been, so that it is perfectly impossible that it |
could have arisen from any carelessness on his
part. He has been with me for fifteen years,
and is a particularly careful and conscientious
man. We bave several witnesses who were first
upon the spot, and who helped to save the carts,
&., which wero in a shed inside the rickyard,
who can prove that. there was no fire there but
that it was in a detached heap, the remains of a
rick of barley straw, outside and sixteen yards
from the rickyard. Indeed the factis self evident, |
for had. it been inside they could not have saved |
the implements and sheep. There can be no ques-
tion but that it was lighted at the extreme end of |
the property, in the .wind, with the intention ap- |
parently of destroying the entire homestead. Had
it broken out two hours later, the result must have
been far more calamitous; as it was, we had abun. |
dance of help. The most valuable part of the pro-
perty—ull the live stock and most expensive im-
plements, were saved through the exertions of my
friends and neighbours from Pirton and Hitchin,
and [ desire to express my sincere thanks to them
for their kind and ready assistance. The amount
of loss stated at 2,5004, is I think in excess of the
entire destruction of the three separate estates.
My own loss is rather under 500Z, which is covered
by two insurances. What the value of all the
buildings destroyed may amount to [ am unable
to sn.y,lbut I t.hlink Ieonn erably \xmzer lthe amount
tod last week.—I remain, yours truly,
i JUSIBIL POLLARD.
ighdown, January 10th, 186

fire-1v1{hmits1a-098)-{10-01-1885)
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 The Recent Pirton Fever
Ep:!ie_lflo» g0 7 3
PRESENTATION TO MR. W. P. GRELLET.

During the epidemic of scarlet fever that re-
cently raged in Pirton there was no one more
assiduous in his attention to the suiferers from
this fell disease than Mr. W. P. Grellet, the
well-known, Hitchin surgeon. It was in recog-
nition of his services that a small, but keenly-
interested party met at the Old School, Pirton,
on Saturday afternoon. Mr. Thomus Franklin |
prestded and o was supported by tho liev.
cskine W. Langmore, Mr. Frank Newton, the
Misses Poliard, Mies Curry, Mr. . Andrews,
Mrs. Franklin, Mrs. Newton, Mr. F. Dag, and
others. Mr. Joseph Pollard, of Highdown, was
to have presided, but ho wes unablo to b pre.
sent oving to tho severity of the weathor.
FrANKLIN announced - that during  the
fover epidemic. the Special Sickness Fubd ot
ganised by Miss Curzy lad realised £7 13s. 61,
Of this £7 7¢. hud been spant, leaving @ bul
ance in hand of 6/6. This balance would be
spent in refreshments for cases now convales-
cent. They wished to thank all subsoribers and
friends who had contributed gifts. Nothing
had beon given to putients without a ordor
from the nurse or
3z, Lixowons remarked that it was very
satisfactory to seo how generously, people had
come forward to help Pirton. He was sure
thmwere all very
Making tho presentntmn, Mr. FRANKLIN ox-
ressed the gratitude they all felt in Pirton
Bor.the very ‘arafal attention Mr. Grellet lwd[

paid to those who had been through the
anxious time of the scarlet fever outl
which they now trusted had disappeared.

The galver is a handsome one, and is_in-
soribed : “ Presented to W. P. Grellet, Eeq.,
Feb, 13, 1909, by rntef\ll patients and ‘friends
of the village of Birton

Mr. Greier, wswndmg, said he could not
find words enough to oxpress his gratitude to |
them gor presenting him with Tt splendid |
piece of plate. When he received an invitation
that he was wanted in the School at three
o’clock it never occurred to him that he was
going to receive such a beautiful present. He
was sure he did not deserve it at all for what
he did during the epidemic. Tt would always
be one of his most valued possessions, and wo
teach him, when he looked at it, to remember
that he had many friends in Pirton, and would
remind him of Pirton whenever he saw it. He
was sure that whatover he had done had not
been sufficient to warrant such a present as
that. They were a!)«'gn Wﬂn' to tke kind friends
who had_ ickness

uld have done. She was his
right hand in everything, and one could safely
leave patients in her charge knowing that they
would be well looked after. There were other
kind friends who helped materially, ad he
should_specially like to mention the’name of
Zilla_Sheppard. They had all pulled together,
and by their united action had managed to
weather the storm. He sincerely hoped they
had reached the end of it. and that they would
not have searlet fever in Pirton again for many
vears.

fever epidemic-3v1-{hmits3a-58){1909)

Reproduced with kind permission of Hitchin Museum and Art Gallery

Tel: 01462 434476, Hitchin. museum@north-herts.gov.uk

Seen on www.pirton.org.uk





image15.jpeg
THE FATAL THUNDERSTORM AT PIRTON. ~ Mr, Joroph Pollard weites
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FATAL ACCIDENT 4ND FIRE AT PIRTON.
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PIRTON.
ENTERTAINMINT.—Another very interest-
ing entertainment was given in the National
School-room of this village on the evening of
Shrove Tuesday, and, considering the unpro-
pitious state of the weather, was very well
attended; the audience, as on former oc-
«cnsion, highly appreciating the treat provided
for them. The musicand singing were very
‘well rendered indeed, and the songs especially
were called for a second time, but owing to the
dength of the programme, this could notbe
acceded to. The songs sung by the choir,
forming a portion of the progromme set out
¥or the tonic sol-fa gathering at the Crystal
Palace in June next, were very nicely given,
and in very good taste. The two young gentle-
men who on this ocoasion made their first
appearance in_public met with a cordial re-
coption, especially the youngster, who stepped
forward to ask the question, ‘Who's that
tapping at the garden gate?” On the comple-
tion of the programme, Mr Howlett proposed
a vote of thanks to the various performers, for
having offered them the opportunity of s} end-
ing a very pleagant evening, and in reply the
audience heartily cheered Mr Howlett and
Mr Miles, and thanked them for having come |
such a distance on a wet evening to assist af
their entertainment. The programme was as
Hollows :—
Pinnoforte duct, * Ovrture to Zam
ad, Miss Louglibororzh
_ Song, “Old King Ooal,” Choir.
Boading, ot Krid the Bussian Sorl,” Rev I L Miloe,
! ng, * Tho Bridge,” Miss Hansoombe.
Pianoforte #olo, * Gaetana Mazurks,” Miss Ourrie.
ading, “ The Gottengon Baxbor,” Rov B, L Loughe

orough.
Vocal duet, ** The wind and the harp,” Misses A. and
E. Loughborough.

rough.
‘Song, ** In a pond the frogs were oroaking,” Choir.
Pianoforte duet, “ Mazurka des trainneaux,'* Misses
. and M. J. Loughborough,
Reading, “ Tho Jewish mother,”” Rev J. H. Howlott.
Bong, * Faust in five minutes,” Master L. Lough-

* Migs Ourri®

‘borough.
Pianoforte duct, *The blush rose waltzes,” Mi
Longhbordugh and Miss Quecle,
Song, * Hark the hollow woods,” Ohoit.

Bong, *Who's_that tapping at the garden gate?’]
. Master B, Loughborough. |
Reading, * An adventure smongst the Indians,” Rew
J. H. Howlett.
Vocal duct, “The curfew,” iisses A, nnd Li
Loughborough.
Roading, * Beth Galert,” Bev R, L. Loughborough
Song, * Liftle daisy,” Choir,
God save the Queen.
entertainment-nat school room-1v1-(hmits1a-070)
Reproduced with kind permission of Hitchin Museum and Art Gallery
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PIRTON.
DEATI OF Mn. DANTEL DAVIS,—Wo regrat to have
to record the death of Mr. Daniel Davis, which
ocaurred on Sunday night, in the 75th year of his age, {
M. Daniel Davis, who andowner and farmer was
awell known in the district, snd was esteemed equally
for his porsonal qualities and businees aptitude, was
the second son of M. William Davis, of Hexton, Hs
was bora on Deoember 17, 1821, and wan eduoated first
at & school at Pirton kept by the lato M. William
Dawaon, of Hitohin, and afterwards at Mead Houso
School, Biggleswade, by the Inte Mr, John Congues
e purohsssd the Reotory farm, Pirtoo, from Sie
Filmer in 1870, and in March four yea: ter went to
reside there. He farmed about a thousand aores, and
being also an extensive sheep and pig breeder
employment to s large number of men, Kor over
thirty years he was a momber of the Hitohin Board
of Guardians, and for the grenter portion of thia time
on the Amessment Commistes, Fo was dseply
interented in the work of the Board, and his opinion
on mattere which oamo beforo it _had considerable
weight with bis fellow members. His activity in the
conduct of publio businesa did ot end here, bus found
useful employment in the office of chairman of the
Hitohin Highwey Bosrd, whioh he hold for many
ears and up to the time of the dissolution of the
oard ; and he was also & member of the Pirton and
Shillington School Boards, in the oase of the former
for a period of 21 years and of the latter for six yeare.
Mr, Davis had been more or le: f an invalid for the
Inet twenty-five yoars of his life, His final illness
begau on June 2, being marked by violent pain for
sixteon hours and afterwards by great exhaustion; he
was, however, perfeotly conscious till the very Iast.
The omure of death was dropry. Ho will bo greatly
missed by » large cirole of friends, and the family have
the despest sympathby of their neighbours in their ssd
loss, The funeral took place on Wl\inud‘g. when the
body was interred in Pirton Churchyard, the Rev.
J. nser, vicar of Sbillingbon, performing the |
burial service, During the service in church the
Pesce, perfect peace,” was sung, sud ss the

oad March ” from Saul, A largo number of
friends from the village and from neighbouriog plaoss
attended the faneral. The chief mourncrs were Mr.
George Davis, Harpeoden, brotber; Miss Davis,
bter ; Mr. F. vis and Mr. E. R. Davis,
Mre. ¥. H. Davi Frederick Davis, B
ton, Mr, W. Rendall, Hemel Hempstead, and M
W.'Trory, Winch Hill, brothers-in-law ; Mis Davis,
Kimpton, Miss Davis, Streatley, niccss; Mr. Wi,
Davis, Kimpton, Mr. A: E. Davis, Kiogawalden, Mr,
Charles Davis, Hitohin, Mr. George Ivory snd Mr.
Henry Ivory, nephews. The farm bsnds aud the
other xervants aleo followed. Among the frisnds prerent.
we noticed Mr. George Passingham, A.
Pausingham, Mr. A. E. Passinghsm, Mr. F. Pass
bam, Mr. J. Shiloosk, Mr. Arthor’ Latchmiore, M
Fravk Latchmore, Mr. Edward Perks, Mr. Joshus
Whiting, Dr. O. H. F

‘oster, Mer. F.R. Carlivg, Mr.
'11; Pn’ulibe W, Moss, Mr. avd Mrs. G W.

nasell, Br. A. W, Lines, Mr. H. . Ssebobm, M
8. Simpkive, Mr. N. Goddard, Mr. Hocbert Gatward,
1. Bernard Gatward, Mr. F. T,

Ergest

Jackson, Mr, Dougise Eilis, Mr. G. Godiroy, M.
R. J. C. Boller, Mr, J, Baker (Hitohio), Mr.
Camberland (Lnton), Me, F. Allwood (Letoh:
Me, C. Marsh (Offlay), eury Kingsley (Bedfor
Mr, G. Palmer (Shillington), Mr, &R Kia
Ramarwiok), Mr. ¥. Coxall, sen., Mr. F. Ooxall, ju.,
| Mrs. Pollard, Miss Polla ale, Mr. T.
| Pouiter, Mr.'E Luke, Mr. G. Kiogaley, Mr. J.
Kiogaley, Mr. sod Mrs. F. Gurney, Mr. P. Crowther,
Mr, T. Asbton, Mr. Wm. Kempson, Mr. B. Crowther
sod Mr. J. Burten (Pirton), Mr. Stephen Day wes
the undertaker. The coffin bore the followiog inscrip-
tion :—" Daniel Davis, Died June 14, 189, Aged
74 years."—Mre, Dasis and femily desire to return
thanks for the numerous inquiries aud sympathy in
their Iate bereavement.

B

davis-daniel-4v1-(hmits3a-58)-(1896)
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PIRTON.

Ox Sunday a new pulpit of stone and oalk, designed.
by M. 3. L Pourson, R.A. and the gift of Mr,

ancis Delmé Radcliffe, of Hitchin Priory, was used
For the first time, The preacher was the Rev. Canon
Henslay, Vicar of Hitchin, who delivered a most ex.
cellent and instructive sermon on St. Matthew xi., 7-
11, suitable for the occasion and approprinte to the
teaching of the Church for the third Sunday_in
Advent, the “work and office of the Christian

Ministry ”_in prepavilqg the world for the second
ike

Advent. The pulpit, like the font, also a special gift,
has boen admirably desigued, to harmoniso with the
architectural character of the old church, whichalthough
originally Norman and still partaking of this character,
has had o later style engrafted upon
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PIRTON.
LAYING A CORNERSTONE OF THE NEW
TOWER OF THE CI"URCH.
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PIRTON CHURCH.

In January, 1877, there appeared in our columss
an account of the re-opening of the Parish Church
of Pirton on the completion of the new tower, which
had been re-built from the foundation. On taking
down the old tower it became evident that the roor
of the nave was in a dangerous state, owing to the
rotten condition of the timbers; it was therefore
resolved that an effort should be made to restore
the nave thoroughly, and last year a beginning was:
made. It was then found that the state of things
was far worse than at first supposed. Nob only was
it evident that a new roof. parspet, &c., must b
provided, but that walls, floor, windows, and porc
neededthorough restoration. The state of tho
funds did not justify the undertaking of the whols
of this work, and therefore it was decided only to
+do so much as would give the parishioners the saie
use of their parish church, Under the able dire,
tions of Mr. J. L. Pearson, R.A., a substantial
leaded roof with stone parapots has been put on,|
the walls partially stripped and repointed outsids,
stripped and replastered inside, the loose earth and

rubbish of the interior removed to a depth of about
three feet and replaced by well-rammed chalk aud
conierete t6 receive a new floor of wood blocks aud
 red and black tiles. The windows, porch, but
tressos, and a portion of the walls attest the condi-
tion to which the whole building had fallea, and
the need there is of increased funds for the comple:
tion of the work of restoration. The seating is
only of & temporary character, chairs and the ol(
benches being used until new ones can be provided,
towards_whioh the Diocesan Church Building
Society has promised a donation of forty pounds,
but seventy pounds more is required for this
purpose. A beautiful font has been given in the
name of Mrs. Loughborough, of Tuke Hill, Surrey,
nd a font bucket by another member of the family,
and through the kindness ownnniu Delmé
Radcliffe, of Hitohin Priory, me and oak.
gnlpib, from the design of Mr. Pearson, will shortly
e placed in position. Not only’ has the work been |
carried out, 80 far as accomplished, in a thorough
and substantial manner, but, as attested by all who
bave seen it, the fine proportions of the large nave
and its suitableness for public ip teem
$horoughly to justify the care which has been
bestowed upon the work of restoration. |
On Wednesday special services were held in con-
nexion with the re-opening of the nave. There |
was a celebration of the Holy Communion at § ..
Ateleven o'clock there was morning prayer followed
by a sermon by the Bishop of St. Albans, and in
the evening Archdeacon Bathurst preached.

church-condition-5v1-(hmits2a-78)-(1883)
Reproduced withkind permission of Hitchin Museum and Art Galery
Tel: 01462 434476, Hitchin. museum@north-herts.gov.uk
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5(0 F‘ESTOF’\ATION '
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Perigh Qhurch of Pirfon, Herts.

The'Church of Pirton was founded by Ralph do Limesy, during the
Tatter part of the 11th century.

The Norman Arches of the tower, between the chancel and nave, still
remain ; but owing to the destruction of a south transopt, and conse

\ weakening of the tower, the arches have been reduced to hulf their
by brickwork. The Chancel is thus practically cut off from the Nave,
and the tower area rendered useless for purposes of divine worship. The
walls of the tower and chancel are weals, while those of the Nave appear
sound; but all require careful and judicious repair.

There is no Vestry or other convenicnce for the officiating minister.
The font, prayer-desk, pulpit, and doors, are of the commonest description,
and utterly unworthy of the House of God. 3

The xoof, long since lowered from its original elevation, is much in need
of restoration. In short, in the words of a lady-contributor, I know no
church that more stands in need of restoration.”

Plans havo been prepared by 7. L. Pearson, Tsq., of Harley Street, for
the proposed restoration, which includes the re-building of tho transept,
and @ vestry, the strengthening of the towor, and the cntire renew
of the interior, so that the Services may bo conducted in decency and
order.

But with a population of eleven hundred, and mo resident gentry or

landowners, and about ninety-five per cent. of the inhabitants agriculfural

iters, and their connexious, we are too poor to do this

ves; and thereforo feol constrained to appeal to our

{riends and neighbours and to the Church at Jargo to help us to repair the

waste places of the Sunctuary, and, as far as we muy, promote the Glory
of God and the good of His people.

Contributions will be thankfully acknowledged by the undersigned,
RALPH LINDSAY LOUGHBOROUGH, Vicar.

WAL WOOD, } guancmyavonss

Pirton, near Hitelin, s e ot
th 4 AT, i st s ook
6th May, 1871 PR e A e a

church restoration-1v1-(hmits2a-056)-(06-05-1871)
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'l VILLAGE OF PIRTON.

An offort i baing made to raiso funds for
tho restoration of the ancient, ohuzch of this
purisi; we are thureforo ylad to avail our-
Selves ofthe opportunity to say & fow words
ahont the past, istory and present oondition.
of this interesting structure.

“The vill, village, or township of Pirton,
otherwiso Pariton, which derives its name
from an ancicnt Sazon posscssor, one Peri,
was given by Willivm the  Conaneror to
Ealph do Liuesy, *a great man in thoso
daye,” says Chaun ¢
DoRssusions which he hnd in divers ¢ wﬁ’mﬁ
O Bnaland, net forth in Domasdas Hook

¢ it e tos e of ot

EoEhie. Haivhs 46 Limoey foundeda, ok

here,to which o gava o pusts of bis tithes

g cut of one of his chicf seats, called

Vel iied on tho adech paryof Bot:
L wigkshire, from which p

ford, which be_also buil
divers Jands and lithes, to that monastery.
Ho was succecded by bis son Alug, who -

ther in, Hig libralily 10 the

ave to the Mork: ertford
Lohentone, in the (]
ian’s son Gerrard, also, who
maried Homelado de u.ann, by whom lie
had jes

0_m
s, grandron to Hugh do

Hagh T
Odingsels, a_Fleming and Alisnore 'who
marricd David de Linsey, a Soob; be guve to
theMonke i Hortlocd, all a yara fand in

Phton, and o croft ulled Grusaoroft,

‘woyardiand in Hickleford, to
By e b of his eoul, and the sonls
of Amy his wife, and John hia gon.
lcaving no male fssue, the Manor and
of in and Alisnore,

Jobn
Bazony

King John divided hotw
| apitincre und nepce o soparue maors |
6 piron s Brion Doddin We gain |
s Ketimladsw o ne’ esl B ond et
of thia fumily fom the Tach.that Alexaaders
T
lont 6 soime thousaat ey, for the
Wazdshin and macringo of She huirs of David
e Linwey, and for all the inuda of tieir in
iz s laada of Jol do

and lay in the coun-
ontiot: Osiord, Waswick,
ind Sufol.

douby that & baronial
lence of some pretensions, if ot entitled
1o the. uppellation of & castle, was haile Jers
¥ soma mewber of the de Limesy fami
15 bendes e, "aminence neas. he ohural
Enown aa Toot Hill, and populasly regarded
as' the site of the'keep, the fild adjoining
‘hyard on tho south is known as the
K 1w ?) fleld, whose undul
ing Charubter 1o Sausod by tho presenco of
numerous ancient foundations. ‘Lhe pro-
Yiablecourao of the moa may aag be trmced,
which enclosed the chureh as_ well ag the do-

i vas consipued 13 o Horts of tho
dvaroh ang thons t0.tho blaokemiti's pond,
sl ot ey e o b onds e of
R o omaine, ough fow 1ad
indigoifiernt in themselves, yot soem
i5'feformer existance of xiensius il eas
and the ahode of power and wealth
"Tho dostcndnute of the old Norman Baon
coutinued
L T Comturs wo indone e of the
it ity ‘we maicty of
o {1t it b o one Suuel

of Richard Fines, Lord Say and Seal, aud who
Sold this manor of Pirten to Thomus Docwra,

of Putteridge, who built two considerable
sidence in the parisl,

oiety of the manor, known as Pi
aclls, was conveyed to the Provost of kton
who Izt the same by soveral loases for yoars
to the Hammonds, ono of whom _bequeathed
{o.the pariab, the' only perianent churities

it possesses, namely one hundrod |
P ditis g SmeCRLAd i vt wores of Teud for
tho upprenticing of poor boys, and two cot-
tager, Thera ia but one wutal monument
withits tho church, and that is of the date of
1645, tw the memiory of Jane, rolict of the
above-named Thomiss Docwra.

e T

|
y

The manor of the rectory of Pirton way
dovined_by Ralph do Limesy to the Priory of
Hoetiond, as h fithes of tho parishhad boen
tothe Ay of St Albane bt of oourie
clorinaion, when the capidity of Haary
VAL dazraea ohb Bisblurion ot tho moas,
erios, these proportios wera lost fo the
cliurch and passed into the hands of leymen,
where they still romain. A modest {ncome,
Bowover was lolt {0 the vicar, for we find that
thin vicatage, with the rectors of lokleford,
Anno 20th, Honry VIII, was rated in the
King's books at. the yeirly value of eight
‘pounds, whereo! William Deane is pation.

Of the ohureh built vy the old Norwan
‘Baton, but fow traces remain. Time and $he
ignorance and barbarism of past. generations
have igh done thele worst £0 eifice the
atlinass. 6f God’s houso. 1516 very pro-
babls thiat the original plan waa eruciform,
Jike the parish ehurch of Meppershall, thougls
somowhat larger, na the. tower 1 sithatod at
48 interseotion of the araus of the cross. The
Norman arches on vhe cast and west ‘sides
suill remain, bub are reduced o half their
Size by the introduction of brickwork, whit
‘with the addition of two_brick baturessss n-
side and one outeide, would seem to bave
been sed for the suppont of the toywar on the

. “The co

e o ok the omelint At s siras

vioos is almost inaudible to a large num-
ber of the worshippers. ‘Uhie semoval of the
obetaclos toa, decent sad revcrent service,
while the most necessary, would, we think,
Sao the most cosls, a8 they would
a eavy outlay for the mere
S eder, B3 tha eonsel viem wonl s
carmied out, of rebuiling u south tr
with an adjoining vestry, no doubt much ad-
o sammort fox ths Tower conld be thease
obtained. We are informed that not long
R0 tolding doors were to be seen 1n. thoss
axches, which divided the ohurcb into three
E , the nave, where divine gervi
eld  tho tower axgw, ued a8 & Bellry: tad
ancel, us a Sunday school, the latter
‘boen used for the colebration of the
oly Communion about three times a yoar.
1t ie doubtiess owing to the ye having be-
‘come accustomed to the beauty and fitness for
Durposes of worahip of tho muny new And
reatored ohurchos which the last oar
have produced, that wo experience somothing
like a shock when wo are suddenly confroated
with onu which beate o many (racos of the
Moot of e, and the Darbarons hand. of

e, 'y respecta.
ity would think good enough fr i owi,
Jo timo somathing wore dono to, romely
ese grievous dofacts, and restore in
degroe that beauty of ‘holiness which iz “aot
nly dus to Him who commanded a house

oat mngnifcal o ho bulded lor Himsol
bie 36 groms bt o Fomiaainof
S rov ot thou
T Soat o hoet 0 o b AIA 10
roatore 4
ing

interesting old church, interest-
o jmmaly xmnesiad wifh G M

of the neighbourhood :

sulcient funds may be forthcoming £
the viear and churchwardens o compl

work in a thorough and eficient manner.
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ROBBERY AT HITCHIN.
Ambroge Brown, 40  tailor, Pirton, was
charged with breaking and entering a
dwelling house, and stealing u piece of
calico, a ring, & watch, and other articles,
the property of Mr 'Thomas Stapleton,
at Pirton. He was farther charged with
stenling 29 yards of cotton cord, eight packets
of thread, and fifteen packets of buttons,
belonging to Mr John Thompson and another,
at Hitchin. ‘There were two other charges
against the accused, of robbing the Great
Northern Railway Company, at Hitchin,
'I'he articles he stole were six scarves, 11b of
white thread, and a jacket &c., in one case, |
and a case und six boftles of cherry hrandy,
in the other.—Mr Clark appeared for the
prosacution, and Mr Taylor defended the |
acoused. The prisoner denied breaking into |
Mr Btapleton’s house, but pleaded gailty to
the other charges. ir Clark gaid he would
take & verdict for the robbery alone, at Mr
Stapleton’s house.—Mr Taylor remarked that
ileptomania appeared to have developed
itself in the prisoner; he had been in com-
arat] aly poor circumstances, but had led a
lecent life antil quite recently. But now
here were a large number of charges againet
m, and it did appear very extraordinary
hat he did mot dispose of ithe property he
stole.  He seemed to have got' possession of
different articles, no doubt, with a dishonest
wnind, and then he hid thet on his own pro.
mises. He had a wife and family, and there-
fore he (Me Taylor) begged the Court to deal
with him as leniently as possible.—The Rev.
L. Loughborough said, up to this charge, he
| had always considered ine prisoner to be &
steady, quiet, respeotable =man.—1he
rman desired to be info: of the
¢ of the evidence against th oner.—
Mr Glark then stated shartly the. {

<dsoy that, of stealing. th
e e L e Tl

or his son, packed up a case of hottles of
cherry brandy, and then it was given to the
earman of the Great Northern Railway.
Within ten minutes afterwards, the carman
missed the case from the trolley. The
prisoner hud been seen hovering about the
apot, and a search warrant was obtained
ageinst bim, the resuls being that the case,
and its contents, were found buried in the
ﬁnwner s garden. Then as to the robbery at
r Thompson’s house, the prisoner was
constant. customer of Mr Thompson's. Ar
ticlos were missed by Mr Thompson from his
place of business, and nothing was heard of
them until they were found on the prisoner's
promises. ,The Chairman said he wanted
to know whether be prisoner was &
receiver of stolen goods, because if he
wenb.‘ the offence would be much rore
serious for the rveason that he had
induced orime. But the Courf was mow
i ed that the prisomer had stolen the
articles. A man who received stolen goods
wag guilty of making thieves. =Mr Clark told
| the lesvned Chairman there was nothing
| to implicate any one in these transactions as
!sr a8 the prosecution wasaware. The pri-
ex had said, when the stolen goods were |
und uauqa s premises, “ I knew they were
here 1411 nuc steal them ; I bought them
& 1 don't know who from”=Mr Taglor
npyéa\od o/l Bemol vo ke Rotine 0f. the
fact that the prisoner did not dispose of the
Sk which he had stolen. His felonious
nduch seems to have been brought about by
of mental power.—Mr Loughborongh
being referred to again for imformation
| respecting the prisoner, told the Bench that
he had alwaye regayded the accused as o
sitple-minded man, t.ot i full possession of
his faculties; he had known him for twenty
years.  The Chairman addressing the jury,
said the court had considered his case, »nd
they must pass & sontence of 80me S6V:
upon him. But as there was reason to think
his inteliuctual eapacities were not so great
&8 those of his fellow men, in general, tlicy
thoughit & sentence of nine monthis’ imprison-
ment would deter him  from committing
similax offencees. The chairman afterwards
s0id the Beneh bad heard that the acoused

‘would take Hi ay one month. He wol

zhautoge e imprisoned vy kept to

Iabour for mghc calendar months.
éﬁ!ﬂ' REG, V. TITMASS.

. The Jnrg u! case found no troe ball.

had already been in gaol six weeks o t *

brown- ambmse 2v1- (hmlt51a-070)
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| PIRTON. Jan . /65 2

| Boarp Somoors.—The children were kindly enter-
tained on Monday evening by Mre, and the Misses
Pollard. A glgantic tree had been provided, on
which was found a pretty and suitable present for
esch child, to the number of 256, Prior to distributing
tho presents Miss Pollard explained to tha children
that Mr. Pollard had resigned his seab as Chairman
and also as member of the Board, and he wished to
give them & parting present, as ho would like to think
that the children were enjoying themselves when he
was on the sea, and so had loft thewm the tree, Tho
Master very foelingly thanked Mrs. and the Misses
Pollard for their kind thought of the children, nof
only on this occasion, bub for the past fifteen years,
during which he had worked with Mr. Pollard as
Chairman so amicably. Mr, Pollard’s visits to the
schools always gave pleasure, as ho came with a
emiling face, and consequently they had ever looked
‘upon him ae a friend, which indeed he had been both
to achools and children, and his retirement from the
Board would be a great loss to them al After the
tree had been stripped of ita load and each teacher on
the staff had received a present sent by Mr., Pollard
with his best wishes, Hedley Ashton, the head boy in
the school, in an impromptu and neat little speech,
thanked the Misses Pollard for the pleasura they had
given them, wished Mr. Pollard a safe and pleasant
voyage, and hoped that on his return he would still
visit tho schools as an old friend. On dispersing each
child was presented by Miss Pollard and Miss G.
Pollard with a pe  of plum cake and mﬂxpﬂg@
"

board schools-4v1-(hmits2a-56)-(01-1892)
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The Work of the Bible Sooiety.\

MIS NARY'S STIMONY. |
MISSIO RY'S _Esl‘l MONY. ,9//

GATHERING AT HIGHDOW.

lurge number of persons assembled in the

beautifiil grounds at Highdown by invitation
of Mrs. Pollard on Friduy week. The occa-

sion was the annual mecting of the Highdown
branch of the Hitchin Auxiliary of the British
ud_Foreign Bible Society. The Rev. Canon

. E. Jones ocoupied the chair.

After a portion of Seripture had been read
Ly Mr. M. L. Goubio, and prayer offered by
the Rev. Ii. H. Genge, -~

The Kev. Javes dnowss, Metropolitan secre-
Ctary of the Society, read the report, showing

that when complefe the income of {he High-
down braneh would be over £30. This in-
oluded : Subseviptions, £1 13s.; donations to
collestions, 1955 boxes, £19 2. 5id. In thank-
|ing Mrs. Pollard for the invitation to High-

'down ho said they were thankful she was im-

proving’in health (applause).

“The Rev. Caxox Joxes said there was some-
thing more than peace and justice which we
s o Christian people could offer to the people
of othier conntries—something more necessary
for their daily lives and epiritual lives as well.
| 1t was the Biblo Society which was the hand:

maid of missionary effort, and which took the
| Bible and trauslated it, in order that where-
the missionary wont he might take it
fm. They could nof get on withont tho

v, mor could they gel on without

the missionary (upplause).
i C W, T, Gresssmeep, CALE. mis-

sionary among the Bekimawsx. und who was
procented by the Queen of Holland with an
order cquivalent {0 the English knighthood
s of a shipwrecked crew in
fha Aretic regions, gave an intersting address on
plc mnong whom he works, 1f it were not
be said. they oz mis-
not carry on their k. and
now they w ng o great_transforn
amonz tlie x.. The Bible ha
furfher than any missionery had gone
the worl had depended on missionavie it
! extended so far (avplan-e)

sionaries co

Canon xis, on  behalf of the
thenled . Pollard for allowing tb
pather st Miohdown again, and alio t
these who had assisted.
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PIRTON.

BAZAAR AND AMATEUR CONCERT.

The bazaar snnovneed in aid cf the Chuvch
' Restoration Fund was held on Wednesday and
' Thursday, under a tent in the ficld adjoining the
 Vicarage. The patronesses were the Countess
Cowper, Lady Susan Smith, Mrs Delmé Radcliffe,
| Mrs Prime, Mrs Amos, Mrs Sowerby, and Mrs
‘Ynung. Thidso Isdics | were |vafotbuaately nat
\

all able to attend personslly, but they each con-
tributed liberally to the bazaar,in money or kind,
or both, antl Mrs Loughborough wasalso indebted
O e couctesy aend kindness of many other
{riends, among whom we may mention Mr J, H.
Tuke, Mrs Wilson, Mrs Burker (London), Mrs
Shillitoe, Mrs Fryer, the Misses Ma: zin, the
Misses Lucas, & u is a gratifying and note-
wo\my fact that the poorer residents of Pirton
ated their mbh(,x‘ friends and neighbours ac-
mlﬂmg o their humble means, and between 40
and 50 villagers furnished contributions of one
kind or other to the bazaar. The contents of the
tent presented o very handsome collection of
articlesof the most varied description, hghly
ornamental, and more or less useful. Some were
conspicuous for richnessand elegance, others for
special excelloncein execution : several cottagers,
for example, sent somo admirable specimens of
straw plaiting, which, they willbe gratified to
new, were cagerly bought up by the lady
urchasers at good prices, Mrs Shillitos and
‘ryer, among other good offices, dispensed
vefreshments to visitors; numerous young ladies
(including the Misses Loughborough and friends)
ursued their amateur shopkeeping with resist-
less zeal, and prossed into their willing service o
fow of the sterner sex. The prevalence of
showery weather was _regrettable, not only for
the sake of those present, but because it must
have kept many awsy on each da
Some comfort was offered in the suggestion that
was bad for the bazaar it was good for
nd'the unfavourable weather earned
o5 ﬁhls complment, that they managed
very successfully without the
aid of E\mshme Among the peculiar attractions
Were a numerous collection of dolls accurately
costumed as Carmelite and Dominican monks, and
muns of various orders, the dresses being made
not only from authentic paterns, but from the
actual material worn by the personages repre-
sented. A suggestion of seandal was at first sight
presented Dby the fact that several of these
nuns carried babies in their arms; but it turned
out that these were intended fo represent a
French order—familiarly known in parts of
ngland as Liftle Sisters”—who have lutﬁly
been oceupied in Paris in tending “e

Rest is
missing

bazaar & entertainment-2v1-(hmits2a-056)
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THE WATER AT PIRTON.

Sir,—Pray allow me a small spaco to reply
to_Mr Gainsford. :

1 did not alladejto Hoye's well, I did not say
1 congidered the water pure. I did say the
well T referred to was “ befter placed perhaps”
‘hecange not 80 much eurrounded by foul drains.
The Relieving Officer, I am informed, took
water from the well at the back of the fever
stricken cottages as well as from the one
against Hoye's cottage, but we had but one
analysis. ‘There are seven wells almost in
line, within the distance of a hundred and
forty yards, all of which muy with equal pro-
Prioty or impropriety be said to be on the
Great Green, but as the ground for the whole
distanceis miore or less saturated with sewage,
1 should be sorry to avonch for the purity of
‘the water of any one of them. I could point
out other wells which I am afraid are equally
Gefiled ; but, with many small cottage owners,
the remedy can only be provided by means of
public pumps.

Our thanks are theretore due to Mr Gains-
ford for having drawn public aftention to this
‘matter ; but I trust that Laving shown us)
thero is death in_the well, he will not think|
his work accomplished, but endeavour to find
uga remedy by bringing the matter before
hig brother gnardians and the land owners of
the district. As regards this parish, I shall
moakt’ gladly co-operate with him in the good
work.

T am, faithfully yours,
R.LINDSAY LOUGHBOROUGH,
Pirton, 8th Dec. 1869,
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A sale of valuable landed estates was held on
Tuesday last by Mr. George Jackson, at the Sun
Hotel, Hitchin. There was a large company
resont and consicering the present depression in
Tegard to agricalture the sums realised were very
satisfactory. The first lot put up consisted of
“ Haxham's Farm,” comprising farmhouse, home-
stead, and about 75a. 1r. 15p. of freehold land, situa-
ted at Pirton. The estate was bought by Mr. Times,
solicitor, Hitchin, on behalf of Mr. W. Hanscombe,
of Pirton Grangs, for £3,750, with £164 7s. addi.
tional for fixtures and timber- An enclosure of
frechold arable land containing 26a. 3r. 32p. was
Enocked down to Mr. Stafford Allen at £1,625 with
£18 176 for timber. Tho *Hill Farm” with
‘Touse, farm buildings, and 13a. 3r. 35p. was bonght
by Mr. Stafford Allen ab £950 with £35 2s. for
fixtures and timber. An enclosure of garden land,
copyhold, containing 108, 2r. 15p. was bought at
£650, with timber at £5, by Mr. 8. Allen.  Two
Gobttages with gardens were purchased by Mr.
Barnard Acres for £160. A frechold house with
garden was bought by Mr. W. Walker for £115,
and two lath and plaster cottages with garden were
bought by Mr. George Waiker for £115. All the
above property is situate at Pirton. A compact,
part freehold and part copyhold, estate at Steven:
age, know as ‘*Stevenage Lodge” consisting of
farmhouse, homestead, and 122a. 1r. 32p. in a ring
fence was purchased by Mr. Barnard Acres for
£5,000 and £598 additional for fixtures and timber,
“Morley's Farm,” copyhold of the manor of |
Stevenage, with dwelling ani  buildings and
16a. Or. 5p. was bought by Mr. Barnard Acres at
£850 and £22 125, for timber and fixtures. The
enclosure of copyhold Iand, “ Lanterns,” containing
17a, 2r., was purchased, after a spirited competition,
by Mr. John' Innes for £505 and £10 17s. 6d. for
timber.  The whole of the property belonged to the
Iate Mr. J. J. Acres and was sold by the direction
‘of the trustees under his will. The “total result of
the salo is as follows :—Hstates at Pirton, 120a.
3r. Tp., £1,583 6s. ; estates at Stevenage, 155a.
3r. 37p., £1,076 9. 6. ; total, 276a. 3r. 4p, £14,659
156, 63." The lnd made an wverage price of about
£50 an acre.
property sale-Av Ahmits 1-1791-07-1679)
Reproduced with kind permission of Hitchin Museum and At Gallery
Tol: 01462 434476, Hitchin museum@nort-herts. govk
‘Seen on wwwpirton.org.uk
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PIRTON:

Dyt oF A% Oup Parisuionsr.—On Wednesday.
week one of Pirton’s oldest parishioners, Miss
Bmma Primett, died at High Down. Born in
Hitchin in November, 1831, she was baptised
at St. Mary's Church in January, 1832. She
often spoke of the late Mrs. Wiles and the great
interest she took in the children of Hitehin,
and in fitting them for ugeful careers. Miss/
Primett entered the service of the Rev, and
Mrs, Martell, when he was curate-in-charge
of Pirfon, and went with them to Minehead.
Tn August 1825, she became nurse in the family
[of the late Mr. and Mrs, Pollard, of High
Down, where she remained as  beloved and
| trusted friend for 59 years. She wished her
body to lie beside those with whom she had
ITived so long and happily, by the chureh in
which she had worshipped regularly in her
younger days and of which she had been a con-
stant eommunicant. The funeral took place
on Saturday, and was attended by her near
relatives, members of the Pollard family,
friends and fellow parishioners, who testified
fo the very great esteem and affection in which
she was held
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MARRIAGE OF DR. W. R. NICOLL AND
MISS KATE POLLARD.

A wodding which atoused a great deal of interest in
the neighbourhood took place on Saturday afternoon
ot the pioturesquo old Parish Church of Shilli n
(where the bride’s father has been vicar's churgh-
wurden for a great many years) between Miss
Catherine Pollard, fourth daughter of Mr. Joseph
Pollard, of High Down, Hitchin and Mr. William
Robertson Nicoll, LL.D. = The day was an ideal one
for  wedding, the sun shining brightly, and it was
therefore not surprising that thero should be a large
congregation to witness the ceremony, almost every
seat in the church being occupied, A good many
‘people camie from Hitchin, while Pirton and Shilling-
ton, where the bride’s family have been known and
respected for so many years, practically emptied
themsclves, at all events of their female popelation.
The members of the Girls' Friendly Society of
Shillington and__her girly class in Pirton in
which  Miss  Pollard "has taken very great
interest, attended in a  body to See her
married. At the corner of “the Pirton-road
crowds of people gathered waiting to watch the
bridal party’s departure and return. At the Rectory
comer amotto was hung, which, if hardly perfect
from an artistic point of view, was perhaps more
indicative of the affection of the villagers for the
bride than any grand_triumphal arch would have
been; the banner bore on the one side the
words "Lm\g life and bappiness” and on the
| other “God bless the bride and_bridegroom.” Along
the road from Pirton to Shillington our reprusentncihvc
passed numerous groupsof people all on their way to the
HiEon: fu by v vontlie vtk o st rn ol o
children in waiting to raise a cheer when the wedding
party came by, At the church gate was a floral arch,
with the words “God bless you”; and inside the
church the communion rails, choir seats and the
‘screen were prettily decorated, this being the labour
of love of Mrs. l{enry Davis, of Pirton Gmﬁa;

s, |

Miss Davis, tho Rectory farm, Pirton; and
Roberts, of Shillington.

At hal-past twooclock the bride entered the church |
Ieaning on the axm of her father, who afterwards gave
her away, and proceeded o the chancel. She
was attended by Master Hugh Pollard, her
nephew, as train bearer; and by four bridesmaids,
Miss Gortrude Pollard (sister of the bride), Mis
Morrison, Miss Nicoll (daughter of the bridegroom)
and Miss' May Grellet, Sir George Douglas, Bart.
ucted as best man, The bride, who looked particu-
Iarly nice, Wore a dvess of creain satin, trimmed with
kilfed chiffon, and court train ; she also wore & bridal
veil and a wréath of orange hlossoms, and had sprays
of orange blossoms on her shoulders.  She corried &
very handsome shower bouquet, composed of orange
Blossoms, lapigerias, Bucharist lilics. comations, ross,
lilies of the yalley and lilac, The bridesmaids,
who were oll dressed alike, were gowned In cream
cashmere, trimmed with cream satin”and guipure

(lace ; chei wore chip hats, trimmed with roses and
creamn silly and earsiod landsome bougueis wl

with gold cable brooches, were the gifts
the by

egroom.  Tho opening words of the service
were. reu,\grby the Rev. ?AA Bonser, R.D., Viear of
Shillington ; and the remainder by tho Right Rev.
Bishop Mitchinson, assistant Bishop of Peterborough
and late Bishop of Barbados and the Windward
Tslands, who afterwards gave an address on the
qualificntions necessary for o happy married_life.
AHior the signing of tho register bho party left for
High Down, where the reception was held. At the
church doors they were saluted with showers of
confetti, and flowers were strown in their path to the
te. Later in the day Dr. and Mis. Nicoll left for
litchin station en voute for Paris and the Pyrenees,
swhere the honeymoon will be spent. To the back of
the carriage which conveyed them to Hitchin o satin
sliy r was attached.

‘Fhe seati arrangements for the large congregation
were admirably carried out by Mr. Henry Ruffell
{people’s churchwarden), Mr, George Simldns, M.

. ¥. Davis and Mr. James Simlkins. Corpeting was
spread from the altar rails to the churchyard gate.

efore the arrival of the wedding party Mr. H. G.
Moulden, F.R.C.0., organist of St, Mary’s, Hitohin,

| played *“Tho War March of the Pricsts” (Mendels:
sohn) and other appropriate music, and after the
ceremony Mendelssohn’s ** Wedding March.”

Dr. W. Robertson Nicoll was born s Auchindofr,
Abordecshire, on October 10, 1851, His works as an
anthor include’ the © Lifo of James Macdonald” and
**Memoirs of Professor Elmslie” Ho is widely
known as editor of the British Weckly, The Bookman
and The Erpositor. He i literary adviser to Messrs.

| Hodder and Stoughton, the publishers.

pollarc kate-nicoll willam-marriage-2v it 2b-217)05-1697)
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Death of Mr. Pollard, of High
Down.

g /90?

A NOTABLE CAREER.

THE FUNERAL: IMPRESSIVE CEREMONY.

By the death of Mr. Joseph Pollard, of High
Down, on May 29, at the age of 84, Pirton loses
one of its oldest inhabitants and the district
ane of the most notablo figures among those
prominently concerned in public life during the
past half-century.

Mr. Pollard was born at Ware on June 30,
18%. " Shortly afterwards his widowed mother
removed to the North Crescent, Hertford. One
‘of his earliest memories was the death of
William IV, when he put his toy flags at half-
mast. It wis at the old Blue Coat School that
he received his early education, as a private
pupil. Later he was ed at. Mr. s

at Hitchin, with Mr. Alfred Ransom and
My, William Ransom of that town, Lord Lister,
tie late Mr. Birket Foster, and ‘the late
Brightwen. As 4 young man when residing in
Norwich L constantly visited the Gurnieys of
Harlham and often spoke of being with Mr
Fry i the Prionds’ Meoting House, Norwich.

On attaining his majority he left the Society
of Eriends and joined the Church of England.
A tour in Scotland when b
with ais mother and sister, was a life-long me-
mory, The railway extended then no further
than Newcastle; conches ran from thence to
Berwick, On his return journey, when stop-
Ding in Edinburgh, he witnessed the unveiling
of the statue of Sir Walter Scott; August 1o
had been chosen, beivg the poet’s birthday.
Erom the windews of MacQueen’s hotel, which
stood where the North: British hotel now stands,
he watched the large procession of Masonic
brethren who had gathered from all parts of
Scotland. He visited Switzerland with his sis-
ter. Foreign travel hud o great attraction for
him. Tn the winter and spring of 1849 and 1850
ine travelled in India with his cousin, Alired
Shieny, going through France, over the Pyrences
and_returning in a sailing vessel from Cadiz.
On his return he joined his mother and uncle
at High Down. In: 185 on the lst day of
August he married Miss Polacia Fern Howes

He was interested in the welfare of his neig
Dours and became a regular teacher in the Sun-
day school. Sone of his old scholars are living
yet. He was an active member of the Church
of England Sunday School Institute for many
years.” He had much to do with the formation
of the Mechanics’ Institute and Library in
Hitchin. He gave lectures and arranged for
others to be given.

A close friend of the Rev. John Alexander
Frere and the Rev. James Armitage Bonser,
vicars of Shillington, he was churchwarden
there until the death of Mr. Bonser, and read

1863 till ‘about ten

and other local affairs, he was a keen st

&
of botany, history, ornithology and archwology.
Ho was & membor af fhn Hibiea). Avshmalnotant
Faciey, of the Palestino By
a subscriber to the Egypt

tories depicted on the temple walls, better able
to deciplier them than the dragomen. His
book, *“The Land of the Monuments.” was the
guteome of this tour. It was originally written

r the benei school teuchers, and
was fivst published in the  Church of England
Sunday School Institute Magazine.” The

into o

brated their golden wedding  amor
seven children, - children-in-lay,
children.

From his haby days. when his mother took
him to the Friends’ Bible meetings, he was
contributor to the British and Foreign Bible
Society. He started the High Down Association
in Pirton, meeting in a barn, and in 1866, when
the Red farm was built, the large harn was
opened with a meoting for the society. This
meeting becamo an annual function; ouly one
vear was it omitted through illness.

Mr. Pollard was hon. county secretary of the
Bible Society for North-West Herts., and no-
thing gave him greater pleasuro thax introduc-
ing the society to & now friend, and starting a
new association. From 1800, ‘when he was
elected o member of the committeo of the so-
ciety, he allowed fow, if any, engagements to
prevent’ him attending the fortnightly meet-
ings at the Bible House. In 1907 he was mada
 vicepresident of tho society, an lionour ke

atly appreciated.

Bl e afectionats esteem in which Mr. Pollard
was held was strikingly shown by the large
pumbers of friewds and._neighbours wha *af-
fendad Nix funcral ot Pirton; every public
house was closed, every blind was down.
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The Late Mr. Joseph Pollard

HE death of Mr. Joseph Pollard,
J.P., of High Down, Hitchin, at

the ripe age of 83, removes a
Christian country gentleman of the finest
type, who for half a century has proved
himself a devoted friend of the Bible
Sociely. As long ago as 1866 he inaungu-
rated a local Association at High Down,
where, year by year, as the annual sum-
mer Bible meeting was held, numbers of
friends gathered in the hospitable garden
of the fine old Tudor mansion. From 1890
onwards, Mr. Pollard served on the Com-

mittee of the Bible Society, where his

sound judgment was highly valued, and
where he gained the personal affection of
his colleagues and of the members of the
Bible House Staff. As one of the Society's
Honorary County Secretaries for North-
West Hertfordshire, he took the warmest
interest in advocating its claims outside
his own parish. He had an intimate
knowledge of the Society’s affairs, and
was a generous contributor to its funds.
In 1907 he became one of its Vice-Pre-
sidents. Mr. Pollard was a member of
several learned societies, and published
a charming book of Egyptian travel,
entitled The Land of the Monwments, illus-
trated by his daughter, Mrs. Robertson
Nicoll. His charm of manner and sim-
plicity and dignity of character were the
outcome of a genuine Christian devotion,
which made it easy and natural for him
to speak about the things of the kingdom
of God. In 1904 Mr. and Mrs. Pollard
had the happiness of celebrating their
golden wedding. Our deepest sympathy
goes out to the widow who has thus been
left lonely in her old age.

mrsecndl)
pollard-joseph-6v1-{hmits3a-34)109)

Reproduced with kind permission of Hitchin Museum and Art Gallery
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PIRTON.
MARRIAGE CF MISS M. J, LOUGH-
BOROUGH.
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Death of Mrs. Joseph Pollard.

AN ESTEEMED CHURCHWORKER,

PIRTON'S GREAT LOSS. 2

On Monday week there was sadness in the
village of Pirton when it hecame known that
Mrs. Pollard, widow of the late Mr. Joseph
Pollard, Highdown, had passed away in nor

h year. The deceased lady was one of the
most highly estoemed residents in the parish,
and the inhabitants mourn the loss of one who,
since Qctober 1, 1854, when sho camo 4§ bride
to Highdown, hiad, by reason of her lindness

and beneficence, endeared herself to all classes.
Her gonerosity cannot be over-estimated, for
although her kind acts wero but littlo adver-
tised, she was a frlend indood to the sick, the
poor and the needy. Her gifts, too, o
Toostly in kind and were always of & useful
character.

As a churchwoman Mrs, Pollard took a great
intorest in the Parish Church and the various
branches of work connected with it. After
the death of fier husband on May 29, 1900, an
opportunity was taken of furnishing the

church with new seats and a reading-desk as R, 3.

d the following are tho inserip-

2 memorial,
tions on the pews and desk respectivel
n memory of Joseph Pollard, of Highdown.

| Theso pows on the south side of the caurch
are given by the widor, children and, grand,
In memory of Joseph Pollard, of

B L R
SR
of Highdown; born June 30, 1825; died May
29, 1909, M. Pollard. To the glory of God and
b s e
e e e R
R A g e
Sy
tho British and Foreign Bible Society and each
year the annual meeting of the Pirton branch
o S e e g ek
:-nld;drl. ll\;lvscri)bellirn :nd friends were er-
i Sl p e
e S B
irleof friends, and shmpathy wih th el

TER FURIRAL:
The taneral took place on Friday week, when
the romains were interred in the grave that
contains the remains of her husband in the
Dicturesqua churchyard of St. Mary’s Church,
Pirton. Tho whole of the viilage appeared to
be in mourning, and as o manifestation of thei
aficction ar: | regard there was a large attend-
ance of the inhabitants and friends from the
surrounding neighbourhood, who assembled to
pay their last tribute to one whom they so
Righly respected. The grave had been lined
With the white blossoms of Jnurustinus and
evergreens. Tn the avoidable absence of {
Vicar (the Rev. B. W. <) the servic
was conducted by the Rev. J. Pycock, M.A.
frestor of Olfton and rural den), asistd 1y
o . (rtctor of Kel-
" While the people were fiing fato the

and as the procession entered, the

organist (Mr. J. Stapleton) played * T

hat my Redeuuee ivet ” (T Mossial), and
as tho cortigo left “0, rest in

CStendatisohn),

Tho chief mourners wero Mr. J. Pollard, Miss
Pollard, Dr. W. Pollard, Miss Nellio Pollard
(Gons and daughters); Sir William Robertson
Nicholl and Lady Robertson Nicholl, Dr.

A. Morrison and Mrs. Morrison (sons-in-

law and daughters); Mr. Hugh Pollard, Miss
1gnnds‘hi‘ldren), Dr.

J. Pollard, Mr. Roger,

Siipper, Miss Richard:

son, the Rev. James Thomas, M.A. (secretary
of the Britisih and Foreign Bible Society), Mr.
Charles Primmett, Mrs. Berry,

iss Meadows
Mr. F. A. Del
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ONE OF HIS FAVOURITE HYMNS :

“COME' UNTO ME.”

e

JORD! I come to Thee for pardon,
Though with anious, haltng mind,
And 1 find the pacdon waiting—
i T

Lord ! 1 come to Thee for clothing; i
Goodly raiment | have none;

And I find * the best Robe " ready;.
Counted as the sinner's owa.

Lord ! 1 come, athist and hungered,
A poor beggar at Thy bod ;

And I find the beead i broken,
‘And the wine slready poured.

“ Grace for grace " invites my coming
Hour by hour, and day by day ;
1 should pine, and faint, and perish,
161 dared to stay avay.
s, T. D. Crewdson.

epccas vt ks permisn f e s an A Gty
TF 01462 434476, HECh U@t hers g
S on i o3
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On the oceasion of his cighticth bithday he was
presented with an address from his vicar and many of his
fellow-parishioners.

He was a member of several learned societies, and
possessed a wide range of knowledge. Asan Egyptologist
he reached considerable eminence.  His book on * The
Land of the Monuments™ is one of the best popular
reatises on Egypt.

He identified himself with many of the activities of
his county, but to nothing did he give his heart more fully
than to the work of the Brtish and Forcign Bible Society.
Year by year since 1866 he and Ms. Pollard held a
mecting for the Society at High Down, which was the
centre of atiraction for miles around. In 1890 he was
elected a member of the Commiltce of the Society. At the
Bible House his presence was ever most welcome, where
his sound judgment and wise counsel were of the greatest
help. His knowledge of the Society's affairs was most
intimate, and he was a most gencrous contributor to its
funds. Believing in the importance of its work, he did
much to_ organise associations in many parts of Northern
Hertfordshire, and annually arranged their meetings. ~In
recognition of his signal services to the Society he was
made a Vice-President. The Society mourns his loss as
that of one of its most valued friends.

From the inner, sacred life of the home we must not
Tt the veil.  Those who have had the privilege of staying
under his roof can in some slight measure realise the great
blank left, because of the beautiul lfe which God has
taken,

=
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JOSEPH POLLARD.
By the REV. JAMES THOMAS.

N Satwday, May 29th, 1909, there died, in the

cighty-fourth year of his age, at High Down, near

Hitchin, Hertfordshire, Mr. Joseph Pollard, a man widely
known in his county and in no small degree beyond it.

He was a model English Christan gentleman.  The
beautiful house, of Tudor times, in which he lived befited
him— there was a_dignity, a realty, and an atiractiveness
about both.  He was possessed of such charm of manner
and simplicty of nature as won the hearts of all who knew
him; but his natural modesty could not hide his true
excellence or worth. He was a good man, and those who
were brought into closest relationship with him felt it most
It was natural to. him to be spiritual and to talk of spiritual
things.

As a friend he was always warm-hearted, genial, and
affectionate. Indeed, he made no enemies, for his nature
secreted no bittemess. The writer has no single recollection
of him that is not associated with_his personal kindness or
with his loving catholicit of spirt.

He lived in the respect, esteem, and affection of his
neighbours. To those who served him in his house, or
worked for him on his farms, he was always considerate;
while to the aged and poor, and sick and needy of the
vilage near his home, he was always the generous and
sympathetic friend.

Raproduced with X permission o Hichin Museum and At Gallery
o 01462 43476, HRCHR museum@nat-hers ook
‘Soen on v pHo o 0k

rcjoseph-5vi-page 2{hmits3e-035H{29.05-





image42.jpeg
A EEIRRIRN..

IN . MEMORY
oF

JOSEPH POLLARD

BORN . JUNE . 30TH , 1825;
DIED . MAY . 29TH . 1909.
+

HIS FAVOURITE TEXTS WERE :

“Be carcful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and
supplication with tharksgibing let your requests be made
hnown wnto God. And the peace of God, which passeth
all undersanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through
Chirist Jesus.” - Phil. iv. 6, 7.

“As ye would that men should do to you, do e also 1o
shem. " Luke vi. 31.

THE LAST ENTRY IN HIS DIARY WAS :
“Unto you ihat fear My name shall the Sun of Righteousness
arise, loith healing in His loings. "—Mal, iv
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THE FUNERAL.
On the aiterncon of 'lhmsdu{ week the re-
- mains werp interred jn the family grave ou the
west'side of Pirton Church, in the presence of
a large concourse of parishioners and people
from the surrounding district. Fully half-an-
hour before the appointed hour mourners be:
gan to assemble in the church and by three
o'clock practically every seat allotted to the
public vas ocoupied, aiid many arriving later
found standing room ouly, Al the
farm  employés met at High Down o
followed ~immediately ~ behind the chief
mourners, The coffin, which was borne in
an open hearse, followed by five carriages con-
taining the members of the family and friends,
was met at the north gate by the vicar (e
Rev. E. W, Langmore), the Kev. B. P. Gat
(vicar of Offley), and the Rev. George Todd
¢vicar of Newnham). The last-named intoned
the ' first part of the burinl service as the
cortége moved in to the church; the following
portion was recited in the church AMr.
Gatty’ and at the graveside Mr. Langmore offi- |
ciated. 1t had been requested by c%e family
that 1o flowers should be sent, but there wero |
three wreaths from the following, who did nof |
veceive tlie notice :—Mr. (. J. Grellet, the Rev.
and Mrs. B. P. Gatty and Mr, W. P. Grellet.
The ehief mourners wer Mrs. Pollard (the
widow), Mr. Joseph Pollard (London), Du.
Pollard, Miss Pollard and Miss B, Polland
(sons and daughters); Dr. and Mrs. Robertson
Nicoll and Dr. and Mrs, T A. Morrisom |
(sons-in-law and daughters); Bishop Mitchen-
son; the Master of Pembroke College, Oxford; |
M i icoll; Mr. Rackstraw; M
James Thomak; the Rev Arthur
Foot; Mr. Grey
nd boys on the farm
nt were :—Mr. W. O. Times
Anderson (Charlton), Mr:
and Mrs, W. Gurney, Mrs. ¥
H. Ruffell and.Mr. W. A, Ruffell
illington), Mr. G. P. Roberts (Hitchin), M;
R. Kingsley (Holwell), Mr. I Gurney, Mi
Gurney, Mr. and Mrs. A, Donson, Mr. and Mr
Newbery (Walkern), Davis  (Hitehin),
M 'y, Mrs. A. Burton, Miss A
Throssell, ‘and Mps. B. R. Davis,
Mo B Devies (Ohillingign)l M,
Barham  (Hitchin), V. Garrett
(Hitchin), M. Goldsmith  (Hitohin),
Mr. ewton (Hitchin). Mr. and Mrs. T
(Pirton). Mr, C. Carter, Mr. and
Hughes, the Misses Weston (V ellbury), Mr.
M. H. Foster (Little Wymondler), Mr
Grellet (Hitehin) My W. 9. dfoss (] o )
Mr. H. Gurney (Holwell). M F. shxllltoa
e e
(Hitchin), Mr. ¥. Day, Mr.
A&hmu. Mr. R.iLonz (Stondon), Miss Thomp-
(Hitchin), Mr. B, Lindeell (Hitchin)
- W, Gurtiey, Mr. G, Halsey (Hitchin), Mr,
. Ciookt, andMisk Cook. (Tittlo Almshoe).
breastplate on the coffin bore the inserip-
oseply Pollard. Born June 30, 1525

. W. Seymour & Son, Hltlhm were the
undertakers.
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PIRTON.

MaRRIAGE OF Miss G. Poruarn.—On Thursda
afternoon the nuptials of Miss Gertrude Pollard,
daughter of Mr. Joseph Pollard, of High Down,
Pirton, and Mr. Robert James Alexander Morrison,
of Richmond, Surrey, bariter.at v, wero celobrated
in St Mary's (Parish] Church, Pirton. Tho fternoon,
although dull, was fine, and quite a large number of

ple from the surrounding district journoyed to
Birton to witness the ceremony, the bride Baving
acquired great_popularity in the neighbonrhood.  Af
many stages along the road leading from the High
Down drive through the village to the church there
was a good display of bunting, flags, and mottoes
bearing words of welcome to the party. Some time
‘efore the hour announced for the wedding the church
ras filled, & portion being set aside for tho inviied
frionds. = Miss Marsh, organist of Offley Parish
Church, presided at the organ, and contributed one or
two voluntaries, which mcluded * With verdure clad,”
from Zhe Creation. The bride, who was adorned in
charmingly pretty dress and wore a white tulle veil,
was accompanied by three bridesmaids carrying
bouquets of flowers, The officiating clergy wero the
Right Rev. Bishop Mitchins n, Master of Pembroke
College, Oxford; the Rev. Robert Black, viear of
Ramsey, Huntingdon ; and the vicar of Pirton. The
bride was given away by her fasher, and Mr.
Morrison was accompanied by Mr. J. Fearon, of
Woking, as groomsman.  Upon loavini the sacred
edifice Miss Marsh played Mendelssohn’s ** Weddin

march.” and the newly-wedded pair were groet
with heavy showers of confetti. _ Afterwards a recop-
tion was held a6 High Down by Mr.and Mrs. Pollard,

here was a large number of guests present. The
| Bifts to the bride and bridegroom were Bumerous.
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PERES’ TOENE.

[A4 the Pirton bazaar, o description of which will be
found on the preceding page, the following bit of
archpological loro, from an old hand, found ready
purchagers, 8 did soveral curiosities contributed by
tho samo author and artist.]

Pirton was the home of a Saxon Prince of the name
of “Pores” Any village which previous o tho
Norman Conquest sumbersd o cortain amount of
‘population and comprised & seigneurial homestond wWas
called  * foono”  Hence tho modern name  of tho
preset Parish. §

Xt Prnks who, long age since,

Roign'd in this ¢ toone’ a Saxon prince,
And undor you time-honour'd mound ,
8till Lies two fathom doep in ground,
Rogardloss whether his own name

Would live in good or evil fame,

Conld but for half an hour appest

Aud sco what, we are doing bere

Haply upon the vory swade

Whero his young folk half-naked play'd 5
‘Whils the grim cooks were boiling geeso
And gudgeons fried in baon groase,
Which, when s yet there were no cutlers
Nor knives and forke, nor oups and butlars,
The guests with fingers would assail

And from the cow-horn qualt old ale—
Ayel if good Prrs oould but rise

And bend s Anglo-Saxon oyes

On all that Lovexsorovan in his zeal

‘Haa this day done for the Church’s weal,
From ov'ry quarter, nigh of far,

Filling the courts of his ‘Bazsar,’ 3
‘With *olégantes’ and besux and bellos,
And all that now-a-days makes ‘swells;’

o buy the thousand sundry wares

That shine in England’s Fancy-fairs—
‘With what amazement would lie scan

Tho alter'd homes and garb of Man |

Goat, waistoont and continuation
‘Would in his soul croate sensation ;

For Prrrs walk'd about in ass.sking

‘With very scanty galligaskins,

Aua shoeless, bootlase, withous hose

‘His wife in woollen wrapp'd her toos :

High heels their daughters could not wear,
For even loather soles wero rare ;

But long was even then tho skirt,

o hide bare fect and dnst and dirt,

 demoisolles of Herts nnd Beds |
Gould the old lord bohold your heads—

~ Could he, ono moment, fix his glance
On all your odds and ends from Franco;
On chiguon, panicr, Jouvin glove,
And all whioh Eugenie us'd to love—
Could he but lenrn that with such dresses
‘Yo censd to plait your own fair tressos,
And fagten’d up o hank of hair
Bought at somo hospital or fair,
Tingod by ¢ome patont dye, 5o bandy,—
Chestnut or auburn, red or sandy,—
Methinks the startled prince would say

© ““Tiet mo go down again, I pray :
Neither in figure nor in features
Can I disoarn my follow-crentures <
"Dho Iand, I folt, would suifer change
“Towixt Iokleford and Pirton Grange,
When some few ages should have sped
After my lodgment ‘mong tho dead,
But this no mofe is PERES' TonNE=
Tho world I knew is upsido down :
Thank God | a Ohristion Ghurch here stands=s -
And could notbo in better,hauds 1
@, MUSGRAVE,

poetry-3vi-{hmits2a-056)
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Tur Viear and Mrs. Loughborough returned to
Pirton on Thursday October 15 after an absence of a
year and a day, and were very heartily welcomed by
Foung and old with warm congratulations and merry
peals from the Church bells. Arrangements had been
made that the Harvest Thanksgiving should be on
the following Sunday, October 18, in order to combine
a thanksgiving for the Vicar's return with the Harvest
Festival, The Church was very prettily decorated by
the combined exertions of Mr. Samuel Lake, church-
warden, Mr, Arthur Titmus, Martin Clarence
Crowther, and others, who ably supplied the
those who usually performed this office, and whose
absonce was much regretted. The Vicar preached in
the evening from the latter part of e, iii. v. 13 of St.
Paul's Epistle to the Colossians, “ And be ye thank-
ful,” and feelingly alluded to his return to his old
place among them, and strongly urged his hearors not
to be content with mere words of thanksgiving, but to
show their thanks to God by a constant devotion of
their lives to His service, There were large congre-
gations both morning and evening, and the offertories
for the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
amounted to £2 8s,
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o, 31w oppored o, mun aud

boye plaitni. L think 1t & great ovl and
e and mm.m. e
mh‘zm ‘Doacers und ooes in thelr con.

do from these facts that as re-

‘1.:16. a‘mduu ider eight years old
5 e sckin i '
.ahm..,, vided that instend of

ahat oty dumen sohooly
'bo tanght in the lementary schools
along with the usnal brauches of clemen-
ary sucaion.

T even probablo that by the jadicions
introduotion of plaiting into_elomentiry
saboole i¢-may-bo-wade-s kelp instaad of-u-
tindranoe o eduostion: inasmuch  Aa
cxperience ahows tht guoh sohools whera
plaiting is introduced are attractive o
sbildren ia the plaiting distriots, and pre-
ored by the pareuts 1 the dames' plaiting
schoola.

T following is & statemont of the mumber
) childreq in tho scveral olusses of sohoots i
e pacish of Hitahin in November, 18601~

‘Nutional and

ritish. . Scuools, where B0
plaiting 18 allowed—

BoynzZGick. Boys. Gl
Day Salols 300 168
ofant Sohoo e veloomoam
iyt Schools D U5 0

Suhools in which Slementary educ-
ton o give & Paling  allomad 73 150
ie's R

S Smvione Bahoss 1 iafudia i adition t6
of Pirton aifordn n_siriking

RIS S st oty
e Ahowid tasdiope b § 1€ o 19 obLven

Wore such solioola established, thers
would appear to be o special b
ioly ) arite rom the appiication of the
i Workshop Ragalation

% tie ind osnpations of the
ilnmn istriot #o fac 88 10 profibic obi
rens’ Inboue uador eight years oid, provid.
 that tho sale of the ahildren's plait wers
10t intoefored with when made cithor at
o olementacy achools oF ut the children’s
omes,  Tais latter_ exoeption would bo
acadial or the 00st of tho strwws used by
ho children in practising plaiting wonid
e wacrif

The same obssrvations apply to some
exient Lo bonner-sewiog wl Luton wud
Dunstable, The ac i of piait
ato hata and bonneta probably could not
sunily bo introduced like plaiting into the
lementary schools. Batif the girls wore
well taught pluin’ needio-work wnd the
¢enral use of the noedle, it sould not but
boa valusbleproptraton for the oooup
ion in which po msny of them will bo

ecesti ghiployes. | Aed f . thess
i e Miross wers, Ind upon |
sdrantagea of the sohools

3 eved, bo all the moro appre. |
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Whe led, then, to convert those
industvial smployiaenta from & siree into
2 blo trom a hindrance of ednoation
iato n help is—to begin ot the beginning,
thorough eyatem of infuat o very clemen.
tary sonools in which plaitmg (and at
Luton und Danstsble plain sewng) should
be well taught along with the ordinary
branohea o elemeniary imstruction, and
i whioh the st Oifoalticnand. drodgery
of education moy be_got through bufors
the ug us which pluiting or sewiag for u
living, or worl in the fields, sommenoc.
Buch sohools are needed 1n every hamlot
and villego wod town (for Jittls ohildren
oramokirodge.r wlong souny lane to
school),and, f ope to very young obildren, |
the introducion int thea of plaiting and
wing would probably go & long way to-
warda preveating the necessity of compul.
sion often being esorted to to imsurs atten-
dance. - They would be 8 muoh more
ot than ordinury dame’ pluiting
ox sewing echools, that they co
xmalg il to be popula with parents,
Aud there would scem 10 bo no real
xetaon why uader proper provisons such |
sohools should not be thoroughly effsient.
‘With regard to the sohooliag of children
ubove eight years old, it is probuble that
o insaperable diffioulty would
the applioation of tho further pr
of tho Workahops Act, a o tho halt. o
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e it sokoula are clossd by
grmncement wih e vl
c.m!.m

Bk thdsassbact the ball e Wybats
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tte would be won if & good foundation
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and if the first drudgery of elumentary

| ednontion had been got thzongh before tho
| workiog-ago camo.

‘Thia firsh point, gained, then . shorter

There scems to. be a growing feeling
amongst farmere, that farm labour need
ok commence tll ten. Those boys would
therefore require whole time _schooliny
from eight to ten, and after ten the hall:
time achools and night schols o keep np
their education, whioh, if i censed abso-
lutely st ten would soon bo lost again.
“Thero would 1o doubt be some difficalty ot
first in arranging what hours oould be
ot spard rom el laboue for
Kiliaimesloniny snd wbat darn
eaonld b tekan.. Biv T confoss 1 thiak
o b g e g oo
might bo apt to give to the arrangements
Tor the nohooling would_ probubly b re-
moved if they saw that' th education
given wan of n practioal character—that
. the elementa of meobanios were taught
s the balf-time schools, ¢0 that Lids taight
s $urned out with heads on their shoul
ders, ia_some degreo prepared to under-
stwd the machinery nnd the stesm
engines which now reliere the agrionltural
Isboteer of o mnh of the mers dradgery
of worl
08 the needaof this disriot seem 1o
vequire in ulmost_every parish a system
of schooln, ewbrucing claneca for infonts,
For whole-time and half.time soholurs, and
night-sohoals also. Without anoh i system
edacation oun nover veully bo_brought
home toevory obild in th district.

As regards the obildren_cocneoied with
agrionlture thin distriot differs little from
gber g onliral dvioa, Pleting, 1
Bary ai organised

becom help, i
& S W
| mion T we Bolhiog

dustrinl ocoupatic

ke the tapk of eduonting tho children
hopeloas.  But T cannot. conceal from
ol it the esse i whigh 1 4y e
onrried out aud ite_ultimate success will
very much depend apon the extent to
‘whioh the interost of tho parents uad em-
‘ployera of labour oan be ealistod in the
ork, und the extent to_ which the schoola
aro véally muited to tho practioal needs of

| mumber of hour chooling por duy, spread
over & langer period of i

| exaetly whut,
it o viow, world bs kel 0 work bent
T oun handlybo nid
point. Tho great diffionity which
-hnxq.umuy.mmnrumm haa hitherto
had to encounter s that the cbildren,
inig shool too early, have beeo. too much in
[t bl of forgobing thic edocaton
almost, ns fast it
Paiyy 1a- adaition o the halttime
achools, thers wonld be roquired in almont
every purish separate clusea if not acpn-
Tate sohoola for those ohildren above eight
([ o it bngs eaptged o
inbour wotld reqnire whole timo sohools.
! 'Tis, T think, wold apply to the boya
who intend to be oceupicd in furm labour.

 obildren.
Honoe I regret very much the aversion

s falt to-Schoal Boards o5
the part of some present manager. of
whiools. A sgater cunnot gain the heart
andintereat of the people whioh is manag-
d for them or over their heads by ono man,
or two or three men of & difforent class,
A0d T traat tha fime may come when it
will bo found ont by experience how the
burden of oducation may be lightened by
ita becoming mutional in epirit a8 wellas in

nawe.
¥. SEEBOHM.
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EDUUATION AND THE PLAITING
DISTRICTS.
S —=Withous ey totp e wexed
qustiomn ot lilone gttty
Pelaion,” aad ¥sohiol pence,” 1 m
o oull atiactiog 15 the practoal edon:
toaal necdn of the pleiting diericr.”
Tntil. theae wro rightly voderstood, it is
impossiblo Hhat a covreot jadgment oua be
formed_of the merita of Mr Forster's
‘Edocation Bill.
The district extends over the groster
rt of the thres conaties of Hertford,
Edmd. Al Eaokeghe’ 0 i
Toughly eatimated at
B5000" By ‘oma in a1z of the populs.
tion aa th proportion of the ebiidren of
the working.olusea who onght (o be in |
danico At duy wohools,—a proportion
whioh in_ some parishes are Rotuslly ot
sohool—they ought to contain 50,000
cildren.
Thess eatimates inclade the towns
of Luton and Dunstatle, where honnst.
saviag aluiow: enticly takes i place

B i
o Brw ot 4o be moticed in that un.
doubtedly, under present, arrangementa,
both plaiting und bounet.sawing very neri.
ously fntarre o thoaducation o Ghild.
rem, especially girls.
Firat, 04 to plaitiog—
b the 38 pariaharin tho u-mn.n o the
lation way, in 1661, 2 i Gught
(o, ok 4480 SHlen
e Slementary

b
Clmaniary sonoola; v 55 woh i i
intion, only 308 That 1 10 sa

bt one-shitd of‘the el eun whes o0t 05
been at nhoel ‘®ore Dot at school, nd

g g i et ol

may bo JIgUT by tha I har in 156
o i e, sy Ao
2800, 451 hildrem (60 boy and 855
actaily at damer

‘practicslly nothiog .N".‘Mllul}ﬂ is tanght,
Seoondly. s o bonoet-sewingat Luton—
omtiaton of Toon o wtpat 100t

-nm.

Whor od
n-.mu The defisiency s
il aad Britian,
mhon nnd 180 girls. The
‘umber of amnis (G0

e ta vy
Siioe 7 e hgcr svow St
AL wonk inatead of ot schodl e i

If these instances miny be faken uy
ssmuples of the edasationel doicncies of
the whole plaiting distriot, it must om.
‘brace somewhere ubout 16 or 17,000 chil-
dren whose education is being neglectod.

“There is an {mpression abroud that bo-
oause of the exils incident o plaiting, it
gugtt tobs dissvursged. 1 do uot shire

Tbelievo it would be difficals
e e e
‘and children whish, uader proper organis-
ation, wonld bo less attended with ovils.
It i B0t an unhealthy oocapation, like.
that of the London sevmstras. 10 o o
firoside oconpation, which no one’ surely|
would willingly exchangs for thut of tho|
Yorkehice or Lancashice mill girl. 1f it|
L umidﬂ ith il o biowo
ting girls aro sllowad 1o grow o
e e T
and basaase they are not properly tanzhi
even that, ~ With inofeased care and clean:
Jiness acd intelligencs, tho carniogs of
‘Dlaiters would inerosss.

plaiting-1v1-page1-{ts1b-173)26-03-1870)

Bl el of th' ke
tho do ol

i
Ihm’

Foreign plaiters are compoting moro and
‘mora mvery year with oue Eoglish plsitere,
bost ua in oheap plaits, and

it is only the really akilled xnd carsfol
plaitars. thut in the Lbog ron will min
tain their carnings. Bngland produces the
beat ateww, and ail that ia wanting in this,
saint0 miny other departments o indas:
in_stilled labour aud quickness of

tation % tho claugiuy dousnds of

the mar
o hmteat that 1ot 6w ab e

1 havo
sent, unorganiscd and even ¥
those who ought to or plaiting docs
and must inevitably intorfare with the
attendance of children at scbo:

thing inkerently ntugon;
oation. On. the one hand. it 18
T e nd
to praction nnder eight yoars of
age? butyon the othor hand, I8 Got neot:
for children under that age to plsit
hours & day, nor do_the earaings of
childien mmonnt to anything very consie
derable, until they are about eight years

e e e
plioa I have roseived to the following
quenions vis. —

order to_become good plaitees, in it

::;a;‘n-.: ro:’«wm o gt g ey

g oat oo e
Didiing pelseo iR

age, aud do
b n.m e i njaros oo o do o

'No. 1w Hor chilaren to becoma
ﬂ: ‘xmunu ja vy Importaah it Ty |
e rie

. but aot at

e
lll' lhllmllwhlnjnr's:uuunmln ‘

‘plaiting (sa some avo u: doj eight or |
Tom ek botor toms g
Ditte, No. 2o, "V fte Yoo ther |
ougnt 1o bo'at play:
o, No. 31 Gk they shoutd b pit to
puu-n ut hrea hour ink |

nl llll‘l!llﬂﬂdnl bcrar- m are sight
gt

Dit

o, 4t i neadiulto boria to it
at ot necowsacy oo

5_0ne or two_boars from six to
eighi mnuuwm Tour in the forcnoon
and ono ‘atoraoon feom #ix to

itto, No. 6 —Wa do ot thisk it injures
ehildcar o ork o fm Eours duly at )h\lnu‘x
‘and it in nocessary

e
midney hafore thay ALt tho age = o

‘There is samo littls difforenso of opinion
it e e
s ER ST

general rule will not touch
i
and the yhn !hv jmake, if_woe Iom
i

traw, muat atill ba sold to
ot mn‘\’r- 1;» el i, m-‘&
o Jotbar, Is o

it m;.w hon

Hlowing snalysis of & fortnight’s work
o gt by ono
of il e PR ey

sy

2
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Tho necemsity of I-muT Iait whon

‘young upplies chiefly (0 at.on the
Thols it dove ot -p’pe-r"thlt would b
well to altogether ignors or_discourage
plaiting in the oase of boys. There is B0

doubt that it give o boy wnothe wring to
1a bow, 40 that {f temporarily vat of work
r permnendy disabled by ill-bealth ot
wooident from 0ni-dor weork, o has at
o gainin el ibged which
th bis_heoauning & burden on
enda o on th pars
T draw this ooolusion from the replics
Uhavo reoeived t tho questions.

ST, (tom Hompatend) ot s
hle Gariots Therd Blng ma siniznce. of
employmentin gaper il and asvicaitare,
Dt
1k ol arita sen Sapor

5. 4o em, there are xom very good
¥ wep. who diring frouts, when tors
ricultural grployment, Lave 5o otber
e of Keesing Shest Tamies

ither do. this or

o cave 1 it o beeh ed cestoy 1t
ity ol gy £

helpfs thaa 5 per
euDar ot ikl are mads by ssce and beye:
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THE NEW GRANGE, PIRTON, HERTS.

Pintox Grance, the residence of Mr. Hans-
combe, is one of the few old moated houses still
remaining, and has been occupied by direct
descent in the same family since the time of
Queen Elizabeth.

The new house, the subject of the illustration,
is ‘erected on a gentle knoll overlooking the
present Girange, and with very extensive views
to the east and south-west. The principal
rooms are grouped round the inner hall and
staircase, which are spacious and lofty ; the rain
wall of the staircase and the garden entranco
demarcating the family rooms and offices. The
kitchen, store-rooms, pantries, &o., are grouped
in contiguity to the service-lobby fo the dining-
room. On the first floor are six bedrooms, two
dressing-rooms, day-nursery, with large oriel
commanding an oxtensive view; bath-room,
linen.room, heated by the hot-water eireulation.
&e.; and above are mino good attics, with
lumber-rooms. Cellars and larder are provided
in the basement. Tho joiners’ work generally
is in pitch-pine and red deal, with panels
of * Roberts's fir,” stained by a special process
and varnished. The mantelpieces in the prin-
cipal rooms are in American walnut, combined
‘with various marbles; those on the first floor
are indeal (for applied and painted decoration),
with slips of black enamelled slate. The wt
generally are built with the Arlesey perforated
Drick, and faced with local red brick; the win-
dow dressings, strings, &c., being of blue.grey
Corsham, with moulded red and white bricks
from Cossey and Braintree in the cornices, all
laid in selenitic prepared mortar; the roofs are
covered with Broseloy tiles. with red ridges
from Maidenhead. Tho execution of the tower
is doferred for the prosent,

The general contractor is Mr. Twelvetrees, of
Biggleswade ; the mantel-pieces, ceiling, and
other decorations are by Messts. G. Jackson &
Sons ; the grates by Messrs. Steol & Garland ;
the hot-water work, baths, ranges, and pumps,
by Messis. Rosser & Russell; the pneumatio
bells by Mr. Zimdurs; the tile pavings by
Messrs. Simpsons; tho locks, &o., by Messrs.
Tlobbs ; and the special adaptations of old furni.
ture by Mossrs. Cooper & Holt. The progress of
the works has been facilitated and the building
dried by the use of Ligny’s patent drying appa-
ratus by Messrs. Dreyfus & Co.

In the rear are a range of stabling, &c., with
swalled kitchen gardens, orchard, houses, and soon,
thestable fittings being by Messrs. Musgrave, and
the paving by Messrs. Wilkinson, of Newcastle.

Entrance-gates and lodge are also built in
the Hitehin road o correspond with the house.

The grounds are being laid out by Mr. E
Milner, of Dulwich Wood.

Tho total cost of the house is to be:about
6,200L ; stables and kitchen gardens, &o., about
2,000L.; lodge and gate about 650L ; laying oub
grounds, &., about 7001

The genoral supervision of the works has
been carefully performed by Mr. V. Trubshawe,
under the direction of the architect, Mr. T. C,
Sorby.

pirton grange-{pirton hall}4vi-(hmits1b-227)
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ONE PAIR PLAN .

Reproduced with kind permission of Hitchin Museum and Art Gallery
“Tel: 01462 434476, Hitchin. museum@north-herts.gov.uk
‘Seen on www.pirton.org.uk




image52.jpeg
rey

SHILLINGTO
O g, Anet 1t i oy o
R e e S
i i th oo g it 1y

t

Northimpon.
o of, Wit iy Sy opidred

Frtg Tt Wl gy Soned 6 0

workiue wid otisrs omployed on the building. 1l
(s, ke advantago of by M aud Mra.

Hanabe f on i adiiton o those, sy

o e private Tfcads ’.n ek e e
"t Tubourers emploo

Shiingon Pupentge ot wil e S

Wites, ol chiliron s indeod, ths foutivisioh rok

T Tt G & Fillge 0k, cprrind ot with e

Toich Boepiaity.
o boncenow ki fn bt on B
ki Lt et R T
ot s
Wt the i of

gendla. o
Eoiod o T il
founded upian that prevallivg o
skt s the ey eployed
cky Bath stons, aud Browley tiles.

leolouratons U 1 coonsorally but seion found
in qurios wd Wi regarded as 2 e st

. 3 Sorhy oviver, aopiad b e some
T yomin v Foe- s ey asa Sl & Hagens
and B doticaey of tscontrasty !hmemlmlch Tho
noral contractor s Mr. Ty

2 :Wu i n,u‘: |
" Dncuimatio systaus..Tha clo]
e e R L
Sorby Beford-rom, Tondin, i

The procoadings of tho. day commenced with ‘s
rcke i Wibvoen o St Sort and |

i T B otk e, i
aascornts tamant £2¢ i i 4 o e 56
i G e e o Wi
justice was done. Dinner being o
il oyl onss

e

o
ted,” coupling with tho.

o rosponing, said bo was_quito mire
L e i sy Con Biop 607 s et Were
very anxious to do their duty. ~ Ho beliovad in most
fend of the parish ; from

Flsortho paeon e he

1w el e ot e ottt iy
Vi, the parsin wak

i chonid sty
il s being the

it anvone wantad counsel and udy
the'first cun who was appliod to.

ba this chse, upen B
o ot povertl and

o comnay o aveplog
acsured Chem that Ko wo 0 ‘aways wok for CHeit
s Clclaad il o i g
od nelibouc and 40 prozate.» L
Al pari. n;{:..um...m . e
10" propose 3. Hansoombe, and might e live

T s e e ke st

o povsinton

ety aad ses his ol
o vory graco and ‘ot o . a happies hoias

mmmmwnunmmmmmm\w
T 1463 4244TE, i museu
Seon on vk o5

i e o ipon very sond. Sukhoniy S thers |

e vy G e b o b 1

o e Sk dhon el b i |

e ey b B v
B S el et

sk (0 b b S s prui

P! i il

e ;

adCight.thon a1l the winie?

e e

b B A Koty

mmthuuhnkaumrh ot meathe
i e ol i T Ui

n ik oy e
T e o

healh of the. Awumnmcmarmmpw.

pogedand well

T Shabare i soposdiasto e Absibo

ac B, Jobn Wit Lovmrmsing (o to¢ Conteasios

Doth spoke in very complimentaty terms of the eon’

ko he e durog the e ey ware upo the

3. Hunscombo. proposed « Aeticaltars " and Mr.
Moo o M T piniing o &he{ ..,.."
exprosa bmself very telingly recuriing the friend
Sl Which ad extted 0 I botwasnfin
i ot emly B e s of 1
aily might Live o o onjoy the poweskion o
5 i b b e |

u( sm.\ fon Maaor, respouded for

r the Tadies.  Mr.

Gratian g Eo Bt i ity the
ompany .J "zh,-. treats, s fino day, a

A

§° out’aed enfoy the'sparts he would merely say that

e oped tint 20 oo 1y th ol Fily b lived o the

St S s i
B "mt.:‘ o
b

Fecmat
o Fctaion and sobg wers e
whnla mummmenz wa3 enjoysd by the largest.
i sver o Eoethe in Shfingeon. Doring b
iy o ol Fan Ban 10 gootservion 1y the
i, th et Which s v il by i
srvens i frophy comped o & 6
T f gaey as SIS 13 s o
. D tho Lfisemoon A Tvelyetaes
conieastor, o on the g i
it e had baen ‘it o

hia nosid





image53.jpeg
, Reproduced with kind permission of Hitchin Museum and Art Gallery
Tel: 01462 434476, Hitchin. museum@north-herts gov.uk i "
Seen on wwwpitton org.uk :

¥

pirton grange (pirton hall)-3v1-(hmits1b-227)




image54.jpeg
ﬁESTOP\ATION
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Perigh Qhurch of Pirton, Herts.

e

The'Church of Pirton was founded by Ralph de Limesy, during the
lattar part of the 11th century.

The Norman Arches of the tower, between the chancel and nave, still

remain; but owing to the destruction of a south transept, and consequent

Bl sckiniog of cho fowar, tho arsios havo hem ofised o half ther o

)y brickwork. The Chancel is thus practically cut off from the Nave,

and the tower area rendered ascless for purposes of divine worship.  The

walls of the tower and chancel are weak, while those of the Nave appear
sound; but all require careful and judicious repair.

There is no Vestry or. other convenience for the officiating minister.
The font, prayer-desk, pulpit, and doors, are of the commonest description,
and utterly unworthy of the House of God.

The roof, long since lowered from its original elevation, is much in need
of restoration. In short, in the words of a lady-contributor, ““I know no
church that more stands in need of restoration.”

Plans have been propared by J. L. Pearson, Tsq., of Harley Street, for
the proposed restoration, which includes the re-building of tho transcpt,
and ‘o vestry, the strengthening of the tower, and the entire rencwal
of the interior, so that the Services may bo conducted in decency and

' order.

But with a population of eleven hundred, and ro resident gontry ot
landosnors, and about ninety-five per cent. of the inbabitants agricultural
laborers, straw-plaiters, and their connexions, we are too poor to do this
work qurselves ; und thereforo feel constrained to appeal to our
d neighbours and to the Church at large to ielp us to ropair the
waste places of the Sunctuary, and, as far as we may, promote the Glory
of God and the good of His people.

Contributions will be thankfully acknowledged by the undersigned,
RALPH LINDSAY LOUGHBOROUGH, Vican.

LA WOOD, } pugncnyasorss

Pirton, near Hitelin,
Ot May, 1871

church restoration-1v1-(hmits2a-056)-(06-05-1871)
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PIRTON.

The Mission i this parish was oonducted by the
Rev. Charles Edward Brooke, one of the Assistant
Priests of the Church of S. John the Divine, Ken-
nington, and, so far as could be judged from out-
ward circumstances, was eminently successful,

The Mission commenced on Saturday night with
a service of welcome to the Missioner, when a vory

o0d_congregation, composed largely of men, gave
Eir Brook an snoohragitgwelouse 4o xsblad
him bohec;pllin the nature of a Mission, Tﬂn: the

which it was posed to c: out. is Was
E‘f‘:)llow ey a.ﬁ';" celebration of the Holy Com-
miusion 448 A1, s MAtiaH o6 11, On Tcaday
and Thursday afternoons a service for children,
with catechising ; on Wednesday and Friday after-
noons a service for women only, followed by an
address in_the Schoolroom. The special Mission i

service and sermon, followed by an_ instruction on
the chief articles of the Christian faith, took place
each evening. Besides the children’s servico and |
catechising on the Sunday afternoons, there was an
address to men only, and on the last Sunday, in,
addition, an address to communicants on the special |
rosponsibilities attaching to them in furthering th |
objects of the Mission. Tha whole of these services
were conducted by the Missioner and carried out
with unflagging zeal ‘and energy, and the con-
gations, good from the commencement, increased
G5 uatil ‘b the bl servios on Sunday wight
every available space in the Church was occupicd,
and, from the youngest to the oldest, the most
unwearied attention was given to the Missioner
throughout a protracted service, a very noteworthy
foature of which was the baptism of four young
s i SoUALS oo JuaRED, E41ihe: facoraibis
largest congregation that had ever, perhaps, gathered
within the walls of the Church, £ bear witness for
Christ. 2
Mr Brooke's genial and hearty mannner, added
to the impressiveness of his style, won so uéwn the.
hearts of old and young that there was but one
sentiment, and_that of regret, at the conclusion of
his labours. = Mauy were deeply moved by. his
solemn_and earnest exhortations, mone were re-
polled by harrowing denunciations of sin, but the
{great sentiment running throngh all his addresses
waa the “Love of Jesus” as shown in the con-
version of sinners. We must not speak of **results”
farthor than o say that many gladly availed them-
selves of the opportunities afforded them to consuly
the Missionor. ;
Whon wo remember what is 5o often said about
| the diffioulty of geting the men in our large towns
to come snd hear the Gospel message, it is a very
gratifying ciroumstance connected with the Mission
. at Pirton that so many of the men came night after
night, a8 well as to their own gpecial service. and
| listonod with rapb attention to the preacher, many
of them being prescut at evory one of the Missioi
 Borvioes, .

mission-1v1-{hmits2a-050)
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“IT SHALL SUFFICE.”

S, —Mon moy differ in opinion s to_ the
propriety of religious e there
an be 1o difference of opinion as to the necessi
of tho judgments of our highest Court of

e el
1pon the soundeet reqsoning. 1 frast

o fpdement o tho 20nd. Asticle, which
g ‘Purchas with using wafer bread
e oty Commenion, afte safosin
chinrges made in the rubric of 1602, 1609,
1604, for the purpose of taking away all occasion
of dissension and guporstition, declares that
Gocasion for dissension and_superstition could
nob b taken away. it the aliemative wore
allowed of using bread in the form of wafers,
e e TS T
el by whom ind Grindal, Bihopof London
‘the wafer form had boen settled,

o o o S0 o s
i the b be such s 15 uewly caten. ab tho
dablo with other mente” aro fo o intarpreted. to
o foleration, rathor then an appointment, and
it e Gy indulges sl o Iainde
When eithor walor-byvad cannob
i e oy it Tour of Supersitions
opiulanen i use ot Thelr Londships therey
foro diffr n tho interpretation of this passago of
tho rubric from Archbishops Parker aud Grindal,
who hud fhe duty of carrying it out in theit
e ani foneod it by The injmctions

TBut the weakest pointof the judgment is whero
it it ntfempted fo force o positive construgtion

wpon the words 1t ahall sullice,” where
use m o in tho Litures
I
in'tho sorvice for the public
it i distinetly odered that tho  pricst_shall
“aip* the child in the water, but if It is certied
that the child is weake * it shall sufico to pour
water upan it." Here it is plain tht the com-
mand i dip, o excoption o specnl ground,
o pour water on i, but tho jadgment arguos a3
thdugh tho Instor Nocamo n posive commnd to
the exclusion of tho former, whereas the Tten-
on plainly ds to assert the validity of the bup-
tism athaugh wat
upon the child.

Again, in tho ordination services it it

‘o ordination of it

issive or
or_instance,
of

in their |

fall oy v been poured |

and Pasker, ly points ive
i n s et iy
i to g oaten, bt (ho best and purest wheat
b hat convahietly may bo otton,” dearly
common broad is sufficiont. for
e e Dettar to e
afer-broad wher it can bo had.

urgod ty Y‘nm
i et Siaen o
Drond was wied in t at Geneva,
et tho Euglish i B 1 il

"l Tavgebipe frthor, anet digt thoy
“nmhm«hrwul it £0 the exposition of this
rubric mmuhul o Wit

e ony 'ﬁ( num o S
of Klizhetits o

L fa ovinin of the contined use of

hesten brewd—that it to the most

rich

ot o’ chamilcs, i ?n??‘.‘,“;m andsilvor
sanctuary for their own se, 50 that

ly mid thet waa o poot house

indeed which had not at least one covering of
clothofpold o ifver for s best e
able.
T to mo n matter of perfect indifférence
whetler wofor-bread or loaf-bread bo tsed,
il is far otherwiso when I find the highest Court
in the laud, reversing the learned
!\u‘lxm‘mwn.hz SRR B
‘untenable,
1 xemain, sir, your obedient servant,
R. LINDSAY LOUGHBORQUGH.

‘Pirton, 28th Fobrusry.
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The Late Mrs. Loughborough.

M |
FUNERAL AT PIRTON. ft‘, |

The funeral of Mre. R. Lindsay Loughbérogigh,
‘whose death was reportea in our last issue, took place
ab Pirton Church on Monday afternoon, The funeral
was arranged to take placo ab 315, bus owing to
a delay caused by the railway accident at Hitchin
ffin arrived at the cbirch from London about
-hour late. A muffled pesl was rung on the
bells during the afternoon, and the flag on the charch
was av bali-mast. There were & great many
patishioners present. The coffin was met at the
church gates by the choir and Viear preceded
by the cross-bearer, and the processian
entered the oburch, the organwn (Mr. J. Stapleton)
played suitable music, The church was crowded.

Pealm 90 was chanted by the choir snd after the

Rev. E. W. Langmore, who took the burial service,

had read the nsual lesson, they sang ** When our

beads are bow'd with woe.”

As the prooession lofb the church the organist

played the ** Dead March” in Sawd. The deceased lady
was buried in her husband's grave, which was lin

with ivy and had a border of moss and flowers roun
the top, this beiog done by parishioners, who
had collected the money for the purpose. ~ After
the ooffin had been lowered into the grave the choir
sang ** On the Resurrection morning.”

‘The ohief mouruers were Miss Loughborough, Mre.
Lawaon, Mre. Bullock, Miss Isabells Longhborough
'and Miss_Edith Loughborough (dsnghters); Mr.

Lancelot Bullock (grandson); Osptain and Mrs,
 Stoard (son-in-lsw snd daushter); and Nurso

Ferguson. Others present were Mr.
Hanscombe (Shillington_Bury) ; Mr. E, R. Da
and Miss Davis ; Miss . Pollard ; Mrs. T, Gurney ;.
Mrs. B Luke; Mre. 8. Lake; Mrs, J; Wheeler
(Hitchin) ; Mr. A. Donson; Mr, C. Carter; Mr.
W. Nowbury ; Me. F. Androws ; Mr. W. Gurney ;
Mz, T. Ashton'; M. C Day ; Mr. G. Kingsloy and
Mr, J. Trussell.

There was & large number of wreaths, which bore
the following inscriptions i—

missing

Tel: 01462 434476, Hitchin. museum@north-herts.gov.uk
‘Seen on wwwpirton.org.uk
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Reproduced with kind permission of Hitchin Museum and Art Gallery
Tel: 01462 434476, Hitchin. museum@north-herts.gov.uk
Seen on www.plrton.org.uk
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High Down House, the beautiful home of |
Mr. Joseph Pollard, is situated near Hitchin,
in the north-west part of the county of
Hertford, It takes its name from its position
on the range of chalk downs which traverses
the country from Hampshire to Flamborough
Head. The house was built in 1304 by Sir
Thomas Docwra, the Prior of the Knights of
St. John of Jerusalem, as his private residence.
A stone heraldic panel, containing his name
and shicld, with the date, is found upon the
walls of High Down House, and a_similar
panel bearing the same date may still be seen
over the gateway of St. John's, Clerkenwell,
the only portion of the monastery which still
exists. In Tudor times the Docwras were an
influential family in Hertfordshire, and Sir
Thomas's name frequently appears in State
documents during the reigns of Henry VIL
and Henry VIII. The house is a small, com-
pact mansion with mullioned windows and
substantial walls, and appears likely to endure
much longer than many more recently crected
edifices. 1t stands at an elevation of 427 feet
above the sea, and commands particularly finc
and extensive views.

In 1866 a small association in aid of the
Bible Society was formed at High Down, and |
the inaugural meeting was held in a newly
erected spacious brick and slate barn, belonging |
to the farm buildings, This meeting was the
carliest purpose for which the barn was ever
used, and since that date it has been employed
for the same good object regularly each year,
except on the rare occasions when the weather
has permitted the gathering to be held under
the shade of the trees in the garden. On June
20th, the thirty-ninth of these Successive annual
meetings was held at HighDown. Our friend
Mr. Pollard, as usual, presided, and the address
was given by the Rev. ]. H. Ritson, one of the
Secrctaries of the Sociely. The financial
result to the Society formed a record. Boxes
realised £18 105, 103d. ; Subscriptions, £2 25.;
Collection, £5 11s. 73d.; and Donations,
£ 8. 3., making a total from this generous
Tillage of ‘£29 125, od. ;

An interesting feature was the presentation
to Mr. Pollard of an address signed by the
vicar and all the workers of the parish church,

Article
Ends Here

highdown house-4v1-(hmits3a-34)
Reproduced with kind permission of Hitchin Museum and Art Gallery.
Tel: 01462 434476, Hitchin museum@north-herts.gov.uk
Seen on www.pirton.org.uk
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